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these deviations from the healthy position 
are denominated the obliquities, and they 
are, I believe, commonly arising from one 
of three causes—distortion of the pelvis— 
projection of the lumbar vertebre—and 
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Lecrure I. 
Of the Gravid Uterus. 


Ix consequence of impregnation, the 
genitals undergo conspicuous changes ; and 
when altered in this manner, they form 
what is denominated the gravid uterus, of 
which I now proceed to treat. 

The womb, in the unimpregnated condi- 
tion, varies much in its size, but, on an ave- 
rage, it does not exceed the bulk of a small 
pear flattened ; when, however, it is en- 
larged to the full size of gestation, it forms 
avery bulky tumour, occupying, at least, 
two-thirds of the cavity of the abdomen ; 
its diameters from mouth to fundus, from side 
to side, and from before backwards, being, 
on an average, of twelve, nine, and six in- 
ches respectively. ‘The form of the gravid 
uterus varies somewhat in different women ; 
but, in the main, it resembles a large egg, 
more rounded in some cases, more clongated 
in others, something, perhaps, depending on 
the position of the fetus. 

This oviform uterus is placed in the 
cavity of the abdomen, the fundus being in 
front before the ensiform cartilage, and the 
mouth lying below and behind in apposition 
to the middle parts of the sacrum. When 
the bladder is full of urine, it takes its 
place between the uterus and the abdominal 
coverings, otherwise the womb is covered 
by these teguments alone in front, and the 
intestines, im the end of pregnancy, lie 
above and behind the uterus, being, by the 
interposition of this organ, sometimes con- 
cealed almost entirely from the view, even 
though the abdominal coverings have been 
laid open by the knife. When the womb 
falls too much forward, or to either side, 
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last are the most common, and thes way 
operate in combination. Bandages, if ye!! 
constructed, may be very useful here 

When the womb is in action, the tumour 
Which it forms becomes very hard—hard, 
for example, asthe casts here exhibited ; 
but, in thg.«iddle and end of pregnancy, 
before tue fuli action comes on, the uterus 
may be so soft and yielding, that the head 
of the foetus may be clearly enough dis- 
tinguished, commonly in the inguinal re- 
gion, whence we may the more readily dis- 
tinguish the intumescence of pregnancy 
from that which arises from water, air, 
adeps, or a diseased growth of the viscera. 
If the womb contain the usual quantity of 
water, its surface is generally equable, and 
more or less globose ; but, in some cases 
perhaps, when the quantity of the liquor 
amnii is small, and the womb, thin and lax, 
lies loosely on the limbs of the feetus, a cer- 
tain degree of inequality is produced, and I 
know of one case in which an accoucheur, 
of no small experience, feeling the parts of 
the child with extraordinary distinctness, 
was led erroneously to infer, that the preg- 
nancy was extra-uterine. Al! these obser- 
vations are most easily made, when the ab- 
dominal coverings are thin. 

When the womb is enlarged from preg- 
nancy, in the general you do not observe 
anything like fluctuation ; therefore, if the 
bladder is duly evacuated, and if there is no 
dropsy of the peritoneum when you strike 
the abdomen, no fluctuation will be per- 
ceived. Understand, however, that under 
disease the liquor amnii sometimes coliects 
in very large abundance, to the amount of 
three or four gallons for example, and, in 
these cases, a fluctuation may be felt dis- 
tinctly, as if the woman were dropsical. 
This I mention to you, the rather because it 
is not very common, and because if you 
were not aware of it, and chanced to meet 
with one of these fluctuating wombs, you 
might rashly have recourse to the trocar and 
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canula. It is by your learning from the 
patient that she herself believes that she is 
pregnant, and that the enlargement of the 
abdomen has very suddenly occurred, that 
you are first led to suspect the nature of the 
case ; for usually, where the enlargement 
has very suddenly occurred, it does not arise 
from ascites, but trom pregnancy ; and your 
diagnosis is further assisted by the severe ab- 
jominal pain pr d by the rapid stretch- 
ing, and ultimately the spasms of the mus- 
cular substance of the womb. When you 
make an examination of the mouth and neck 
of the uterus, you may feel in the brim of the 
poe the rounded tumour, formed by the 
ower frustum of the womb ; and pushing 
the investigation still further, you dis- 
tinguish the os uteri more or less dilated, 
with the membranous bag filled with the 
liquor amnii. So that by these characters-— 
the membranous bag filled with the liquor 
amnii—the dilated mouth of the uterus— 
the uterine tumour felt in the brim of the 
pelvis—the abdominal pains often very 
alarming—and the intimation given by the 
= herself that pregnancy is, in all pro- 

ability, the cause of all her symptoms—the 
disease under consideration may be easily 
recognised. In the middle months of gesta- 
tion, a woman laboured under a great swell- 
ing of the abdomen, which fluctuated dis- 
tinctly. Dr. Haighton was sent for, to- 
gether with avery distinguished surgeon, 
who, conceiving the case to be ascites, pro- 
posed calling next day to perform the opera- 
tion of tapping. Dr. Haighton suggested 
that this abdominal swelling might, after all, 
be a dropsy of the uterus, but no particular 
examination of this point was instituted on 
that day ; in the course of the night, the 
membranes, which contained all this water, 
burst of themselves, a flood of fluid was dis- 
charged, the abdomen rapidly collapsed, a 
foetus issued not larger den the first joint 
of the finger, the woman escaped from her 
paracentesis, and did well. Here, then, is 
a case in which a surgeon of distinguished 
talent, in consequence of a hasty diagno- 
sis, was on the point of puncturing the 
uterus ; do you, therefore, be on your guard. 

As to the treatment of this disease, if 
the swelling is not very great, you may fo- 
ment the abdomen, give opium, and leech ; 
and sometimes perhaps, without further help, 
the symptoms may give way, the woman 
ultimately reaching the full term of nine 
months ; if, on the other hand, the quan- 
tity of water is very copious, and the preg- 
nancy is of the earlier months, and the pains 
are very severe, effectual relief may be ob- 
tained by tapping the membranes at the 
mouth of the uterus, great care being taken 
not to injure the cervix. In ordinary cases, 
I think, I should not make a large opening, 
for if the opening be a mere puncture, the 
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water may come off by little and little, and 
the abdomen may sink the more ually. 
If the water should come away more ra- 
pidly than you expected, then put a ban- 
dage ment the patient in the same man- 
nér that you would do if you were tapping 
in a case of ascites ; and prepare for syn- 


|eope. Gaitskell’s bandage would answer 


very well. 

Although all the structures of the uterus 
are very much developed in gestation, yet, 
in reality, the pregnant uterus consists es- 
sentially of the same parts as the unimpreg- 
nated, viz. the muscular substance, and the 
investing membranes, with their accessories. 
Internally the uterus is covered throughout 
by an extension of the same membrane, 
which lines the vagina: externally, the 
womb is coated by the peritoneum, which, 
however, does not line the lower part of the 
surface in front, where it lies against the 
bladder. 

In the womb, at the end of pregnancy, 
we find that the nerves are very large, and 
the same is the case with the absorbents. 
The absorbents in the unimpregnated state 
are very small, and there is a difficulty in 
injecting them ; but when the woman isin 
a state of gestation, they are very large, as 
I will show you at our subsequent meeting. 
It is, perhaps, in good measure, in conse- 
quence of the absorbents being large, nu- 
merous, and active, that the uterus, after 
delivery, shrinks so rapidly in its bulk. As 
soon as parturition takes place, if we éxa- 
mine the uterus, we generally find it fo be 
as large as the foetal head, but in the course 
of a few weeks it becomes reduced to nearly 
its original size, such as it was when in the 
unimpregnated condition, Now this rapid 
collapse of the uterus is, I conceive, to be 
ascribed to the large size and great activity 
of the absorbents, assisted by the contraction 
of the blood-vessels, and the gradual expul- 
sion of much of the blood. In the unimpreg- 
nated condition of the uterus, the blood-ves- 
sels are few and small, derived from two 
sources, the inferior uterine arteries, and the 
spermatics ; but when the patient becomes 
pregnant, they are of very large size in the 
end of gestation, especially as this preparation 
shows. And this is the reason why, in the 
latter months of pregnancy, women are liable 
to such dangerous floodings, while, in ear- 
lier gestation, the floodings are much less 
copious, and of course are attended with 
much less danger. The veins which cor- 
respond with the arteries are also very ca- 
pacious, and, from their great capacity, they 
are sometimes called sinuses of the 
uterus, though I may observe, by the way, 
that this term is applied more properly to 
real sinuous cavities in the substance oft the 
uterus, which seems to be distinguished 
from the veins, and which remind one of 
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the carnex columne of the heart. To faci- 
litate the return of the blood from the ute- 
rus, the veins take a direct course, but the 
arteries corresponding with them are ver- 
micular, and it is supposed that this vermi- 
cular course of the arteries is designed to 
diminish the impetuosity of the uterine cir- 
culation, and to diminish the risk of those 
floodings which, nevertheless, so often take 
place. From inspecting this preparation, 
you may find that the arteries are as ver- 
micular in the womb at the end of nine 
months, as in the unimpregnated uterus, 
and, therefore, the vermicular course does 
not appear to have been designed to facili- 
tate the distention of the uterus, by allow- 
ing the vessels to draw out and change 
from the vermicular to the linear direction ; 


for this change does not take place ; besides | 
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them to tell me what was the structure, 
when they immediately declared it to be 
muscular. If, therefore, we are to judge 
of the structure of the human uterus from 
the appearance to the eye, independently of 
other circumstances, we need not hesitate 
to decide that it is muscular. But there is 
yet a third proof of the uterine muscularity, 
very decisive to my mind, which is, it con- 
tracts itself like a muscle under the excite- 
ment of a stimulus. Like the womb of ani- 
mals, indeed, it is true that, during the pe- 
riod of gestation, the human uterus lies 
quiet ; yet this is not always the case, for it 
may act prematurely, as in the case of mis- 
carriage; but when, at the end of nine 
months, the womb begins to wake up, as it 
were, from its long lethatgy, we then find 
that, like other muscles, it becomes irrita- 


if this serpentine course were meant to faci-| ble, and contracts itself under the incite- 
litate the ready dilatation of the uterus, we | ment of stimulus ; the ovum entire, first ex- 
should have expected that, like the arteries, cites its contraction—tben the fetus—then 
the veins would have been serpentine also. the placenta—then an accumulation of 

The substance of the uterus, I conceive | clotted blood ; or the fibres may be brought 
to be made up of a structure essentially |into action when the womb is empty, by the 
muscular, an opinion in which many, I be- | introduction of the hand of the accoucheur. 
lieve, acquiesce, though by Blumenbach, and | Like the heart, therefore, the uterus is mus- 
others, it is denied. That the womb is really cular; it is, like the heart, stimulated by 
muscular, | am persuaded ; first, because in | distention, nor is it by distension only, but 
the mammiferous animals generally, we find like the heart, moreover, it is stimulated by 
that it is so indisputably ; thus in the rab- | other incitements, for other stimulus, when 
bit, for example, the muscularity of the | taken into the stomach, would act upon it, 


womb is far more conspicuous than that of more especially the ergot, of which I for- 


the intestines; you may see the fibres|merly spoke. Well then, if the womb in 
coarse and large, and you may observejall other animals is muscular—if, again, 
their motion, provided you examine them | the muscularity of the human womb is de- 
immediately after the rabbit is killed. It| veloped to the eye, when pregnancy occurs— 
seems, then, that in the mammiferous ani-| and, moreover, if we find that the womb, 
mals generally, muscular fibres have been | like muscle, contracts under the incitement 
given to the uterus for the purpose of expel- | of astimulus—I think we have proof enough 
ing the foetus, and if the muscular fibres be |to bear us out in the assertion, that this 
given in the case of animals, why should /uterusis muscular. This muscularity is of 
they not be given to the human uterus also? | no small importance ; by means of it, not 
Why in the human uterus alone should a/ only does the womb expel the child and the 
fibre be formed, sui generis, expressly for | placenta, but it moreover contracts itself so 
this purpose, when, as appears from animals, |as to become secure against the risk of in- 
the muscular structure is itself sufficient for | version, or the larger discharges of blood ; 
the purposes of parturition. ‘his argument, | for, as I formerly explained to you, it is by 
I know, is not decisive, but the presump- | the contraction of the muscular fibres of the 
tion is strong, for if the uterus of animals is| womb, that the mouths of the b.ood-vessels 
composed of muscular fibres, why should |are closed up, so as to Fete: the larger 
we not suppose that the human uterus is so | discharges of blood in ordinary cases. ‘The 
also? Frustra per pleura. Again, that the | womb being muscular, is, of course, obnox- 
human uterus is muscular, appears when it |ious to the same diseases as the other mus- 
is developed from pregnancy; and this is|cles of the body, and may, perhaps, be re- 
so clear, that if you take a portion of the |lieved by the same remedies. 

uterus when thus developed, and show it| The thickness of the womb varies in 
to any anatomist or demonstrator, asking | different women; an average being from a 
him, at the same time, what it is, he will | quarter to a third of an inch ; anditis worth 
reply, without hesitation, that it is museu/ar,/ your observation that it is as thick when 
This experiment I once made myself: tak-| enlarged from gestation, as when in the im- 
ing a portion of the impregnated uterus, | pregnated state, which is a proof that the 
I showed it to Mr.Green and Mr. Key, |thinness of the womb does not arise, like 
excellent judges on this point, and, with-|that of the human bladder, from mere dis- 
out making mention of the womb, I asked) tension, Certain parts of the uterus you will 
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sometimes find to be unusually thick ; some- 
times, on the other hand, it is unusually thin, 
not thicker than hrown paper for example. 
From the unusual thickness, no inconveni- 
ence arises; but if it is unusually thin, la- 
cerations may take place, and hence you 
ought never to carry your hand into the 
uterus, unless there be need for it. About 
the mouth and neck of the uterus, you will 
find a large number of mucous follicles, 
which, in pregnancy, are very apt to form 
a great deal of mucus, and which close up its 
mouth ; it is this apparatus which forms the 
glandule nabvthi, and | suspect that in carci- 
noma, it is this apparatus that is the original 
source of the malignant ulceration. The 
opinion is deserving of attention ; because, 
if it really be so, it is not unreasonable to 
hope that, in some cases of genuine ma- 
lignant ulceration, if we can but pare away 
this diseased structure, we may éntirely re- 
move a disease, which would otherwise go 
on and destroy the patient. An operation 
in principle of this kind, has been per- 
formed, | believe, not without its success, 
by Oziander, Dupuytren, and Lisfranc, and 
this operation hereafter more fully con- 
sidered, I strongly recommend to your 
consideration. 

I shall now send you round some prepa- 
rations, illustrating and proving the asser- 
tions which I have advanced. This, in 
cast, is a very excellent specimen of the 
uterus at the end of the nine months. You 
will observe the position of the viscera 
above or behind the uterus, The uterus is 
sometimes of a more rounded, and, at others, 
a more oviform shape, a specimen of both 
forms I here exhibit. 

In this preparation, you see the absorb- 
ents of the uterus. This belonged to the 
cat; the womb dilated and dried is not un- 
like a piece of intestine, and the absorbents 
remind one of the lacteals. 

Here is another preparation of the ab- 
sorbents of the human uterus, very nume- 
rous and large. 

Here is one that shows the muscularity 
of the uterus. A piece of beef does not ex- 
hibit a muscularity more conspicuous. 

Here is another uterus inverted, its inner 
membrane having been removed, so that you 
may see its structure the better. You may 
also distinguish the orifice of the fallopian 
tubes. 

Here is a still finer preparation of the 
same kind. 

Here is a specimen of the muscularity of 
the womb of the rabbit, showing, as usual in 
this animal, one very large vagina, and two 
uteri. It is not necessary to take away the 
peritoneum to see the muscularity ; be- 
sides, if you examine a rabbit immediately 
after its neck has been broken by the dealer, 
you may see both the wombs and the vagina 





distinctly moving, and with a great deal of 
activity, like the intestines. : 

Here is a preparation showing the ordi- 
nary thickness of the uterus, which is from 
a quarter to a third of an inch. 

Here is a preparation of the womb un- 
usually thick throughout, nearly an inch in 
its measure from surface to surface. 

Here is a preparation of the uterus un- 
usually thin, some parts of it not more than 
a line in thickness. Such a womb might be 
easily lacerated. 

Here is another preparation, where the 
womb is not thicker than a piece of brown 
paper; recollect this preparation, when- 
ever you are introducing your hand into the 
uterus. 

And here is the os uteri, with its follicles. 
It is this structure which is, I suspect, the 
first seat of the malignant ulceration, and 
by the removal of which the disease might 
most probably be cured, 


Of the Genitals, and their condition immediately 
oe Delivery, and during the subsequent 
Veeks. 


If the quantity of the liquor amnii has been 
unusually large, or if a woman have pro- 
duced a variety of children, the contraction 
of the uterus, of course, gives rise to a very 
considerable flaccidity of the abdominal 
coverings; indeed they are exceedingly 
flaccid, even in those cases where the uterus 
has not exceeded the ordinary size, and 
hence the propriety of the measure which I 
formerly recommended to you after de- 
livery—I mean the compression of a bandage, 
as in the case of ascites, so as to give to this 
part an agreeable support. This flaccidity 
of the abdominal coverings, however, gradu- 
ally disappears, more slowly in some, and 
more rapidly in others, so that if the abdo- 
men were examined many months after de- 
livery, or even many weeks, although much 
laxity of the coverings might remain, you 
would not find them, in the general, by any 
means so flaccid as immediately after par- 
turition. The use of the bandage tends, per- 
haps, to facilitate the contraction of the ab- 
dominal teguments, and the acquisition of 
the natural shape, not only immediately 
after delivery, but subsequently ; and I 
think it is no bad advice that is given to 
patients, for the first few weeks properly to 
support themselves with bandages, not, 
however, pressing upon the abdomen with 
that degree of force which may give rise to 
pains. That restoration of the abdominal 
coverings to their healthy tension, which 
takes place spontaneously in most cases, 
does not invariably take place in all; you 
will now and then meet with a case in 
which, in a year or two after delivery, the 
abdominal coverings will be as flaccid as 
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they were immediately after the birth ; the 
reason of this failure of the contraction of 
the muscles and the skin, I confess myself 
to be unable satisfactorily to explain. 

Immediately after the expulsion of the 
foetus, not only is the abdomen soft, but the 
uterus itself may be felt to be hard and 
round; in feel, not unlike the head of a 
fetus. You must not be surprised, if the 
woman tell you with alarm, when you first 
visit her after delivery, that she has a tu- 
mour in the pelvis ; for if she have not had 
a child before, she may not be aware that 
this tumour is healthy ; and the practitioner 
himself, if little versed in midwifery, may 
be at a loss, “I am very much concerned to 
find a large round swelling in the region of 
the bladder,” said one of my obstetric friends, 
in the true accent of anxiety ; ‘‘ And I should 
be very much concerned if there were not,” 
was my reply. ‘* What could a married lady 
do wi ther uterus?” As, however, the 
absorbents of the uterus are numerous and 
capacious, and asa good deal of the bulk 
depends upon the blood with which the 
womb is loaded, and which seems to be ex- 
pelled from these vessels which contract so 
thoroughly after delivery, we find that the 
womb very rapidly shrinks; thus, if you 
examine the uterus even at the end of a 
fortnight after parturition, you find it is 
greatly reduced in its size ; andif, at the 
end of five or six weeks, au examination is 
made, we may find that the bulk of it is 
brought down to little more than double the 
bulk of the womb in the virgin state, though 
immediately after delivery, it is perhaps 
eight or ten times as big. 


In your morbid dissections, I wish you 
to take every opportunity of examining the 
uterus, a practice which, you will recollect, 
I have frequently recommended. Some prac- 
titioners, who have seen a great deal of 
midwifery, have but very little knowledge 
of the womb—of the appearance of the 
puerperal uterus, One case I know of, in 
which the womb lay forth beyond the 
external parts, and the practitioner mistak - 
ing it for a tumour which required removal, 
used so much force upon it, that the patient 
died. ‘The uterus becoming inverted in ano- 
ther case, the practitioner, after some hesi- 
tation, determined it to be a something that 
required extirpation, and amputated it with 
a pen-knife: but enough of these horrors. 
Pray become familiar with the characters of 
the womb after delivery—examine the pre 
parauion, 


Immediately after delivery, there is a 
great deal of flaccidity in the passages 
which lead to the uterus. When the child 
is passing, these passayes are laid thoroughly 
open, so that you may with facility pass 
your hand up into the cavity of the uterus, 
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an operation, however, which, as I have 
often said, and as these preparations prove, 
should never be performed, unless there be 
a peremptory need. This flaccidity of the 
passages is the reason why women, espe- 
cially those who have had large families, on 
rising too soon after delivery, feel as if the 
interior would drop away, or, to use another 
expression, as if the inside were coming 
forth, The ligatures to the pelvis being so 
elongated and loosened, and the passage 
below being so thoroughly expanded, the 
uterus, unsupported, necessarily descends, 
more or less, if the woman rise ; and in some 
women, were they to get up too early after 
delivery, the womb would lie forth between 
the limbs, an accident which I have myself 
known to occur. After the delivery has 
taken place, however, the vagina, more or 
less, recovers its tone, so as to approach to 
its original capacity ; the lower part espe- 
cially, becomes nearly as tense and con- 
| tracted as it was before the delivery took 
| place ; the upper portion, it is true, if the 
|woman have had five or six children, al- 
ways remains wider than it was when the 
parts were in the virgin condition—whence 
ja tendency to descent of the womb. In 
|ordinary cases, I think it better that the 
woman should never get up at all till the 
fifth day, reckoning that of delivery as the 
first; even then, immediately resuming the 
| horizontal posture, if a bearing downward 
| be felt, and when the descent of the womb 
does take place, by keeping the shoulders 
in a position more depressed than the hips 
for some six or seven weeks together, the 
accident may, I suspect, be remedied ; for, 
from the cases that have been narrated to 
me, it appears, that where this discipline is 
strictly observed, the vagina and ligaments 
sometimes contract, and the procidentia 
uteri becomes gradually cured. If you ex- 
amine the puerperal body, when the patient 
dies after delivery, you will find the uterus 
is but loosely connected with the pelvis, 
and this in consequence of the broad liga- 
ments, and the vagina, which form its prin- 
cipal connexions being relaxed and elon- 
gated. Iam not sure, that where an open- 
ing is made above the symphysis pubis in 
the puerperal body, granting that the parts 
are not become rigid, as they sometimes are, 
that you could draw the uterus forth, so as 
to bring it out from the pelvis into such posi- 
tion, as to allow of its ready extirpation by 
the knife ; but this subject I recommend to 
your attention, for it is one not without its in- 
terest. You will recollect, that I stated be- 
fore, that in the rabbit, where the connexions 
of the uterus are long, I have performed this. 
operation, and that in the living animal; L 
have taken both the wombs completely 
away, putting a ligature round the vagina 
previously. Of four rabbits on which I thus 
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operated, three ultimately did well. Now 
it is not impossible that a similar operation, 
pes aed the connexions were long, might 

performed in the human body itself; and, 
provided it could be performed, I am not 
sure that, under certain favouring circum- 
stances, it might not diminish the dangers 
of the Cesarian operation: at this subject I 
merely bint at present. In a former Lecture 
I treated of it more at large. Let me en- 
treat, that nothing now said may lead to any 
rash attempts.— Experiment — observe — 
think. 

The specimen I now show you, is one 
of half the puerperal uterus, such as it is 
immediately after delivery, when thoroughly 
contracted ; imagine the other half to be 
superadded to this, and you may then form 
a notion of the size of the womb after deli- 
very; it is as large as the head of a full- 

wn fetus. 

In this glass is another specimen of the 
womb, such es it becomes in about three 
weeks after parturition: you will observe 
that it is considerably reduced in its bulk 
and thickness. 


Of the Uterus during the progress of Pregnancy. 


I need scarcely observe to you, that, as 
pregnancy advances, the bulk of the womb 
enlarges: at the end of the third month, it 
is about the size of a full-grown fetal head ; 
at the end of the fifth, of the bulk of the 
foetus without the head ; towards the close of 
the seventh month, as large as a full-grown 
foetus; and, at the close of the ninth 
month, bulky as in the casts which are 
there laid before you. Now, this great 
increase of the bulk of the uterus proceeds 
more slowly at the earlier, and more ra- 
pidly in the latter months, as a very short 
reflection may satisfy you. At the end 
of four months and a fortnight, that is, at 
the end of the first half of the period of 

ation, you find the womb is not much 
bigger than the fetal head, while, during 
the remaining period of gestation, the 
other four dieute and a fortnight, the 
womb becomes as bulky as you observe it 
to be in these casts. It is evident, there- 
fore, that there is a much more rapid growth 
in the latter period of gestation than in the 
earlier. The increase of the bulk of the 
uterus is to be ascribed to two causes prin- 
cipally ; one, the mere growth of the ovum 
within the uterus, which dilates it, much 
in the same manner as the urine does the 
bladder; the other, not less interesting, 
the actual addition of solid substance to 
the uterus ; there being a growth of all its 
structures, which become enlarged and de- 
veloped. It was imagined by the older 
practitioners, that the enlargement of the 
uterus arose merely from distention, like 





UTERUS | 
the e ement of the urinary bladder, or 
rectum ; but that there really is an addition 
to the substance of the womb, is proved, 
first, by our finding it as thick, and some- 
times thicker, at the we Bo at = . 
inning of pregnancy; and, secondly, by 
oa Guavlen” rw 4 the womb is tho- 
roughly emptied, that it still remains eight 
or ten times as bulky as it is in the unim- 
pregnated state. 
/hen the womb is growing, in the pro- 
gress of nancy, it should be observed, 


the growth does not equally affect all its 
parts during the first five months; the 
growth, whether from distention or deve- 


loped structure, is confined principally to 
the body of the uterus, while the neck be- 
low enlarges but little, and remains attached 
to the body in the way of a sort of appen- 
dage. It is, therefore, principally during 
the last months that the growth of the 
neck proceeds ; and this goes on in such @ 
manner, that, at the end of pregnancy, 
this neck is forming a part of the general 
receptacle for the ovum, and, at this part, 
the head of the child generally lodges. Ob- 
serve the preparations. 

Now, ina practical way, it is important 
to remember, that a sort of relation has 
been traced between the length of the neck 
of the uterus, and the end of the preg- 
nancy, insomuch that, to ascertain what is 
the length of the neck, and how far it is, 
or is not, dilated, we may form a notion of 
the progress gestation has made. During 
the first five months of pregnancy, the neck, 
I have said, remains undilated, being of or- 
dinary length—an inch and a half, I mean, 
which is its original dimension : but, at the end 
of the sixth month, it will be found that the 
neck has lost about one-third of this length, 
or half an inch ; at the termination of the se- 
venth month, another third, or another half 
an inch ; while, at the close of the other two 
months, it loses also the remaining third ; 
so that in the commencement of the de- 
livery, if you make an examination, you 
find the os uteri i diatety opening into 
the cavity of the womb, the canal of the 
neck having disappeared altogether. 

In two ways, in obstetric practice, those 
who have the skilful and perfect use of their 
fingers, may learn the length of the neck of 
the womb, Sometimes—but, on the whole, 
I do not recommend this mode, for fear of 
disturbing the ovum—the finger sometimes 
may be slipped conveniently enough along 
the canal, so that you just touch the mem- 
branes, and, of course, taking, at the 
same time, the measure from the mouth 
to the cavity; but, for general use, the 
best way is to place the woman in the 
ordinary posture of delivery, on her left 
side, and then to pass up the two fore- 
fingers of the left hand, as if you were 
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DURING PREGNANCY. 


common examination, 

ing those fingers between 

is and the mouth of the 

done, you carry those fingers 

forward, so as to touch the 

body of the uterus, frequently to be felt ; and 

if the vagina be relaxed, and if this be ac- 

complished, the distance between the body 

and the mouth of the uterus will give the 
measure of the neck. 

The ‘situation of the uterus is found to 
vary in utero, according wo its growth and 
the age of gestation. During the first 
four months, or the first four months and a 
fortnight, when, as observed before, the 
womb, even at largest, is scarcely bigger 
than the head of a full-grown fwtus, we fo 
it is lodging in the cayity of the pelvis, 
principally in the lower part, especially if 
a woman has a large pelvis. Now, when it 
is thus lodging in the lower half below the 
brim of the pelvis, sometimes the intestines 
are compressed, and those who are disposed 
to hemorrhoidal affections, and to irritation 
of the bladder and bowels, may suffer a 
good deal of inconvenience about this time, 
from tenesmus, and frequent desire to pass 
the water. But of all the symptoms aris- 
ing from this descent, the one not the least 
troublesome, is the feeling of bearing down, 
the womb frequently descending a little, 
and, in some cases, even protruding beyond 


the external parts; though, happily, ex- 
treme descent is rare. These symptoms are 


apt to occur, more especially in the first 
months, being produced by the cause I have 
mentioned—the descent of the womb, more 
or less, into the cavity of the pelvis; but dur- 
ing the last months of pregnancy, when the 
womb becomes bulky, and gets its resting- 
place entirely above the brim of the pelvis, 
of course, the sensation of bearing down is 
relieved. In this situation, however, fur- 
ther inconveniences may arise ; for the blad- 
der, when full, being interposed between 
the surface of the hard uterus, on the one 
hand, and the abdominal coverings on the 
other, whenever the patient laughs heartily, 
or has any sudden abdominal movement, 
thereis a forcible pressure on the bladder, 
and the urine is made to gush out; so that 
she has a sort of incontinence produced, 
Moreoyer, a change of the situation of the 
uterus gives it a bearing on the liver, and, 
more or less directly, it may press on the 
biliary ducts, and give rise to jaundice, apt 
to occur about the sixth or seventh month, 
sometimes not terminating till after the de- 
livery, when the pressure has been removed, 
and sometimes ceasing in the ninth month, 
when the womb approaching to its full size, 
the principal pressure is transferred to some 
other part, 

The womb, when large, taking its place 
above the brim of the pelyis, the intestines 
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generally lodge above and behind ; so that 
if a woman have been labouring under a 
hernia which is reducible, whether femoral 
or inguinal, the descent of the gut may be 
prevented by the interposed womb; and 
thus it has happened, that women who 
have been liable to hernia, have, by a 
repetition of pregnancy, been kept, in 
good measure, free from it. Women, how- 
ever, sometimes labour under irreduci- 
ble hernias of the femoral kind ; and when 
they become pregnant with this disease, 
then there is always a risk of strangulation ; 
the uterus enlarging, presses the intestines 
backwards and upwards, (observe the cast, ) 
and, of consequence, it gradyally brings the 
gut to its bearing on the upper margin of 
the orifice of the sac, so that all the symp- 
toms of strangulation are produced. Cases 
of this kind are exceedingly rare. A man 
may practise a long time before he meets 
with a single instance of them; but when 
produced, it is exceedingly dangerous. ‘he 
strangulation here is not occasioned by any 
want of room in the orifice of the sac, nor is 
it to be relieved by any enlargement of that 
orifice ; but it is the retraction of the intes- 
tine against the superior edge of the aper- 
ture, whether that be large or small, which 
occasions all the danger. If the practitioner 
were cvlled to the case where the symptoms 
are pressing, it would be difficult to know 
how to deal with it; I really do not kaow 
what would be the best thing to be done ; 
perhaps the discharge of the liquor amnii 
would lower the uterus, and diminish the re- 
traction ; but if the practitioner were called 
to the case early, I should conceive, that by 
discharging the liquor amnii, he would great- 
ly benefit the patient ; for the effect of this 
Operation would be an immediate relief of 
the tension, followed ultimately by the ex- 
pulsion of the foetus, and the collapse of the 
uterus, with a reasonable hope that the dis- 
ease would be permanently and radically 
cured. Patients, with hernia, ought to 
know the incipient symptoms of strangula- 
tion, and should send promptly for help. 

It seems, then, that in the earlier months 
of pregnancy, the womb is below the brim 
of the pelvis ; and that, in the latter months, 
it is lymg entirely above. It is clear, there- 
fore, that there must be a certain period at 
which an ascent takes place, and this seems 
to be somewhere about the fourth month ; 
for at this time it is that the womb, ac- 
quiring the bulk of the mass here exhibited 
to you, becomes too large to sink readily be- 
low the brim. Now, in some very rare cases, 
this ascent of the womb does not take 
place in the fourth month ay, it ought to do, 
and it continues to grow zapidly in the pel- 
vis; and the consequence of this is, ob- 
struction of the rectum, obstruction of the 
bladder, and a great deal of pain felt in the 
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uterus itself, and in the hips, thighs, back, 
and all the parts usually the seat of uterine 
suffering. Now this case may be wholly 
misunderstood ; you, perhaps, mistake it for 
@ retrovertion of the uterus, though it is 
easily made out by examination; for, on 
making your examination, you discover a 
large tumour filling the pelvis, with the os 
uteri so low down, that it may be perceived 
at first touch. To reduce the uterus may 
not be difficult, when the bladder has been 
thoroughly evacuated previously, and the 
urine generally sccumulates largely in 
these cases. While the bladder remains 
over distended, the return of the womb 
is rendered both difficult and dangerous ; 
for if the uterus were forced above the 
brim, disruption of the bladder might occur. 
Beware, therefore, of these rash attempts 
at reduction ; the safer practice seems to 
be that of taking a very small and flattened 
catheter, to be cautiously insinuated into 
the bladder, after which the water may be 
drawn away easily enough, and then the 
womb may be replaced above the brim of 
the pelvis, and to prevent a reiterated de- 
scent, the woman may be confined for a few 
days to the horizontal posture, till the ute- 
rus is become too large to come down. in 
the general, however, in the fourth month, 
the uterus does not, in this way, remain in 
the pelvis, but rises imperceptibly above the 
brim, probably at night, when the woman is in 
bed, and the ascent may take place in a man- 
ner so gradual, that the woman may not have 
felt any change. There is, however,a peculiar 
sensation perceived about the fourth month, 
and which is denominated the quickening, 
accompanied with sickness of the stomach, 
a certain perturbation of mind, and a feeling 
of emotion in the pelvis below; this is 
usually ascribed to the first movement of 
the child observed by the mother; but 1 
think it is reasonably enough suggested by 
Burns, that it may be produced by the sud- 
den rising of the uterus from the true to the 
false pelvis. 

As pregnancy advances, and as the womb 
rises in the abdominal cavity, of course the 
fundus of it gets higher and higher, and 
there is a certain relation of height between 
the fundus uteri and the age of gestation, 
with which it may not be emiss that you 


between the umbilicus and the serobicu- 
lus cordis, and in the close of gestation it lies 
iu the scrobiculus cordis itself, unless, in- 
deed, that contraction have taken place, 
which sometimes occurs some two or three 
days before the expulsion of the fatas. 
Some of these points I shall now endea- 
vour to demonstrate to you, and, in the first 
ene with respect to bulk, we may observe 
ere a preparation, showing the uterus of the 
size of four months, another of the bulk of 
five months, a third of seven months, and a 
fourth of nine. Observing these prepara- 
tions, you have an opportunity of seeing the 
neck of the uterus, which, as before stated, 
appears in the fifth month to be connected 
with the body as a sort of appendage. In 
the preparation, consisting of an eight- 
month uterus, the neck is somewhat dilated ; 
it is more so in the preparation approaching 
to nine months, and at the full period of 
gestation, as may be seen in the preparation 
here shown, the dilatation is thoroughly 
completed, the canal being destroyed alto- 
gether, so that when the head sinks dowa, 
the parts below it rest upon the mouth of 
the womb, 
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DR. PEARSON'S INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—I beg leave to hand to you (with 
the conseat of the lecturer) the preliminary 
address delivered at the opening of the 
School of Medicine and Surgery in Birming- 
ham this day, by Dr. R. Pearson. 
I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W.S. Cox, Honorary Secretary, 
24, Temple Row, Oct. 20, 1828, 


Gentlemen,—Before I proceed to deliver 
the discourse which | have prepared for the 
present occasion, it will be expected that [ 
should offer a few remarks relative to the 
origin and formation of this Institution. 
The most superficial observer must have 





should acquaint yourselves, Now we find, 
that during the first three months the womb | 
lies very much within the brim and cavityjof 
the pelvis, where the fundus may be felt, | 
and it is not til! the end of the fourth month 
that the fundus is found to be risen fairly | 
above the brim of the pelvis, At the end of, 
the 5th month, the fundus is a little higher ; | 
at the termination of the 6th month it lies a} 
little below the umbilicus; at the end of the 
7th month, a little above; at the end of the | 
eighth month, it takes its place half way | 


perceived how much superior, in every re- 
spect, the present state of society is, to the 
state in which it was twenty or thirty years 
ago. In what does this superiority consist? 
Is it not in the higher degree of mental im- 
provement throughout every walk of life? 
But how has this pleasing change been 
effected? How have the various ranks in 
society emerged from comparative ignorance 
and uncivilization, into the present degree 
of culture and refinement? 1 answer, by 


the increased attention given to education, 
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and by the establishment of various institu- 
tions calculated to diffuse knowledge and 
science, and to promote a taste for the arts. 
Look at what has been done in the metro- 
polis in this way. What a number of lite- 

and scientific institutions have sprung 
up there within a very few years, to which 
may now be added the two uniyersities. 
From the metropolis let us turn our eyes to 
our large provincial towns—to Liverpool, 
Manchester, and Bristol, and we shall see 
that this spirit of the times, this ardour for 
mental improvement, has spread itself there 
also. We shall see that there also educa- 
tion, in all its branches, has been promoted— 
that there also the fine arts and the useful 
arts have been encouraged, and that in those 
towns, as well as in the capital of the 
empire, temples dedicated to science have 
been erected, and their portals thrown 
open to all who desire to enter. It would 
indeed have been a reproach if Birming- 
ham had viewed with indifference all that 
has been going on in this way in rival 
towns; but Birmingham has, al! along, 
been actuated by the very same spirit, 


omitting its excellent charitable institutions 
relating to education, 1 will instance, as 
suited to the present purpose, and as formn- 
ing an era in the history of this town, its 
public libraries, its Philosophical Institu- 


tion, its Mechanics’ Institution, and its two 
institutions for the encouragement of the 
fine arts, in the support of which the libe- 
rality of many of the neighbouring noblemen 
and gentlemen has been so conspicuously 
displayed. But amidst all these improve- 
ments, there was yet wanting a school of 
medicine and surgery. This has, at length, 
been established after the example of those 
at Manchester, Liverpool, and Bristol, 
where the utility of such schools to young 
men brought up to the profession, has been 
amply proved during the space of several 
years. But it may be satisfactory to state 
the information on this subject, communi- 
cated by Mr. Watson, secretary of the 
Apothecaries’ Company to the Committee 
on Anatomy, appointed by the House of 
Commons during the last session of Parlia- 
ment, ‘* Onan average,” (says Mr. Wat- 
son,) ‘* during the last seven years, about 
400 students have been examined annually 
by the Court of Examiners at Apothecaries’ 
Hall ; these have not all been educated in 
London, many have been in attendance at 
Edinburgh, some have been wholly educated 
at Manchester—and, of late, several English 
students have received their instructions 
from teachers in Dublin, No young men 
come before the Court better qualified, in every 
respect, than those who have been entirely educated 
at Manchester, where excellent lectures in 
every branch of medicine are given by compe- 
tent teachers, aud the Mauchester lafinmary 
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|affords, under the physicians belonging to 
| it, most ample opportunities for the acquire- 
ment of practical knowledge.” A stronger 
| proof than this, of the utility of provincial 
|medical schools, there cannot be. Now 
| Birmingham being little, if at all inferior to 
the above-mentioned towns in wealth and 
| population, it is obvious that the aggregate 
| amount of young men brought up to the 
medical protession in this place and neigh- 
bourhood, must be nearly as great as in 
those places. ‘The demand, therefore, for a 
school of medicine aud surgery must be the 
same. Under this conviction, and in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the times, has been 
formed the present Institution, which has 
been honoured with the patronage of the 
following noblemen and gentlemen :— 


Marquis of Lansdowne 

Earl of Plymouth 

Earl Fitzwilliam 

Earl Spencer 

Kar! of Bradford 

Earl Howe 

Karl of Mountnorris 

Lord Viscount Hood 

The Lord Bishop of the diocese 
The Ion. Mr. Lyttleton 

Sir G. Shepwith, Bart. 

Sir Robert Peel, Bart. 

Sir Kardley Wilmot, Bart. 

1). Stratford Dugdale, Esq., M.P. 
Frances Lawley, Esq., M.P. 


We are proud, as indeed we ought to be, 
of the names of these distinguished charac- 
ters ; men not more respected for their rank 
and titles, than for their highly-cultivated 
minds, their benevolent principles, and their 
uniform attention to public good. Ly their 
courtesy in the present instance, they have 
evinced the estimation in which they hold 
the medical profession, and their desire to 
|promote its interests; and the sanction 

which they have been pleased to confer on 
this school, cannot but give additional sti- 
/mulusto our exertions. \ hilst speaking of 
our patrons, | must notomit to mention how 
much our institution has been befriended 
| by the three senior physicians of this town, 
I mean Dr. Edward Johustone, Dr. Join 
| Johnstone, and Dr. Male. With their ac- 
customed liberality, these geutlemen have 
thrown open their libraries to us, and have 
allowed us the use of many valuable plates 
relutive to the deparunents of anatomy and 
botany; and Dr.John Johnstone has per- 
mitted the lecturer on the practice of phy- 
sic, in addition to his own, to avail himself 
of his privileges with respect to the admis- 
sion of pupils at the General Hospital, an 
arrangement which cannot but be advanta- 
|geous to the school. I should now say 
| something concerning our resources and ap- 
| paratus. Through the persevering effoits 
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of the lecturer on anatomy for four years,a| Thus, gentlemen, has been laid in the 
museum has Sounded enaphtine *| sown the foundation of a school of medicine 
parations which exhibit the structure of the and , which, we hope, will stand the 
various parts of the human body, and are test of time, and prove a constantly increas- 
fully adequate to all the purposes of elemen- ing source of useful information ; for what 
tary lectures on those important branches branch of education can be more important 
of medical study, anatomy, and physiology, to society, than that which has for its ob- 
and I should add, that several professional ject the removal of disease, and the conse- 
friends have allowed us the use of select quent prolongation of life. The lecturers 


preparations from their private collections. 
These obligations are duly acknowledged 
in the notices affixed to the preparations 
themselves. 

In regard to our Herbarium, I cannot say 
much in favour of it in its present stute ; | 
but every opportunity will be seized of mak- 
ing additions to it ; and already Mr. Knowles 
has presented us with several dried speci- 
mens of medical plants ; but our chief re- 
source is in botanical plates, which have 
now been brought to such a degree of per- 
fection, as almost to supersede a reference 
to living and dried specimens. In proof of 
this remark, we may instance the large and 
splendid plates in Mr. Roseoe’s description 
of plants cultivated in the botanic garden of 
Liverpool, Some of these plates, through 
the kindness of one of our patrons before 
mentioned, now lie on the table for your in- | 
spection, as well as other botanical plates 
with which we have been favoured, through 
the politeness of an accomplished and lite- 
rary lady, whose name we are not at liberty 
to mention. I may add, our cabinet of Ma- 
teria Medica is provided with specimens of 
the new chemical medical preparations, hy 
Mr. Morson, of Southampton-Row, London. 
I must be allowed to mention the advantage 
the school will derive from my esteemed col- 
league. His learning and judgment are 
well known, and, without his co-operation, 
the lectures in this department could not be 
carried through. 

The lecturer in the department of the 
Practice of Physic has ample resources in 
his well stored library, and in the opportu- 
nities which his situation, as one of the 
agpoap of the General Hospital, affords 
1im, of illustrating his instructions on 
the treatment of diseases of the bed side of | 
the patients, and his experience, his acute- 
ness of observation, and his zeal, make him) 
oy qualified for the department he | 

as filled. 





The gentlemen who have undertaken the 
departments of surgery and midwifery, are 
men of standing and experience in the pro- 
fession, and will have opportunities of re- 
ferring the students to cases at the hospital 
and dispensary, in illustration of the princi- 
ples and practice stated in their lectures. 

Lastly, the lecturer on chemistry is pro- 
vided with a good apparatus for the purpose, 
He has long been in the habit of teaching, 
and all his lectures have given satisfaction. 





are well aware of the arduous task they 
haye undertaken, but being animated bya 
proper zeal and anxiety in the cause, they 
trust that, by perseverance and assiduity, 
they shall discharge their respective duties, 
in a manner that shall be creditable to them- 
selves, and beneficial to the pupils, 





CASES OF INTERMITTENT FEVER, IN WHICH 
BLEEDING WAS EMPLOYED IN THE COLD 
STAGE. 


By Joun Macxtxrosa, M.D., Lecturer on 
the Practice of Physic, &c., in Edinburgh. 


(Continued from page 77.) 


Case 16.—Gunner James Anderson, aged 
20. Has been four years a soldier. Served 
in the Mediterranean for eighteen months, 
Had several attacks of intermittent, for 
which he was taken into hos: «| in one of 
the Ionian Islands; and since © 8 return to 
England had two different returns of the 
disease. He describes his sufferings to have 
been always very acute during each pa- 
roxysm. Has otherwise enjoyed good health 
all his life. Appears to have had a good 
constitution, and, with the exception of a 
yellow tinge, looks healthy. He is stout, 
well made, and about five feet ten inches 
high. By trade a weaver, A native: of 
Glasgow, 

3rd April, 1828. Presented himself this 
morning at the hospital, labouring under all 
the usual symptoms of inflammatory fever, 
and complaining much of pain in his 
aud Joins. ‘Thirst is urgent. Skin hot and 
dry. Pulse 130, full and hard. Hard cough. 
Stated that he had been attacked about day- 
light with severe cold shivering, which af- 
ter continuing for several hours, terminated 
in a state of heat and fever. In the course 
of a few hours after admission, perspiration 
came on, and the urgent symptoms gradually 
declined as usual. 

4. Passed an indifferent night. Com- 
plains of cough, with which he says he has 
become affected since his arrival at this sta- 
tion on the 12th March last ; that it becomes 
much worse as soon as he begins to shiver. 
After the paroxysm is over, a slight expec- 
toration takes place, which relieves the 
cough till the next attack, 





INTERMITTENT FEVER 


The paroxysm of yesterday was the foarth, 
with a day Doren between each, He 
is aware of the nature of the complaint, and 
says it is the same he had in the Ionian 
Islands, and at Woolwich. 

Continued in the same state, having a se- 
vere paroxysm every third day till the end 
of the month, when he complained of more 
than the usual sufferings. His skin became 
ofa bright yellow colour, and he was reliev- 
ed by vomiting a large quantity of bilious 
matter. 

The attacks still continued ; they have 
anticipated the usual time by several hours, 
so that the different gentlemen who went to 
the hospital to bleed him in the cold stage, 
were either too soon or too late, and no one 
was fortunate enough to drop in in time, till 
Mr. Drever, one of my pene, remained in 
the hospital all night, and he was then bled 
in the cold stage. The following account 
was written by that gentleman. 

“ J was called at balf past one a.™., May 
10th, to see Anderson, soon after the com- 
mencement of the cold sensations. At two | 
o'clock, after the rigours had been violent for | 
about a quarter of an hour, 1 proceeded to | 
bleed him, The thermometer placed under | 
the tongue stood at 95°. The pulse beat) 
130 weak, so as to be counted with dif- 
ficulty. A large opening was made in a vein, | 





but the blood only trickled ; being afraid | 
that the opening had not been properly made, 


I tied u» the opposite arm and made a good 
orifice in another vein, bur the blood still 
only trickled ; and as the rigours continued 
very violent, I gave him nearly a wine glass- 
ful of spirits; and in @ minute or two the 
blood spouted in a large stream, and thirty 
ounces were quickly evacuated, when vo- 
miting and a tendency to syncope took place. 
The tremors had entirely ceased, and all the 
unpleasant sensations. The patient express- 
ed, in strong terms, the ease which had so 
suddenly been produced. In five or six mi- 
nutes after the arms were tied up, the tre- 
mours returned for a few minutes, and then 
entirely subsided. Pulse 100. 

“ I visited him again at the end of six 
hours, when he told me be had slept very 
comfortably Pulse 70. Upon being asked 
to state the extent of the relief he experi- 
enced from the bleeding, he told me that 
there was a load taken from his breast and 
head, and no painful feeling was left.” 

At two regular periods since the bleed- 
ing, he was conscious of feeling heavy and 
sleepy, but had no tendency to rigor, or 
even to feel cold, although the weather has 
been exceedingly changeable, and for the 
most part cold, the wind easterly. He has 
had no kind of medicines but laxatives to 
keep the bowels comfortable. 





Cass 17,—Gunner Robert Young, aged 
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42. Was in hospitel for several months 
during the winter, complaining of pain in 
the chest, cough, aud copious expect 
tion, together with emaciation, prostration 
of strength, and heavy night sweats. For 
four or hve weeks, the expectoration was 
bloody, and amounted, op an average, to 
about three gills a-day, His pulse was ne- 
ver under 100, The sound of respiration on 
the right side of the chest was deficient, 
while it was puerile in many parts of the 
left lung, and there was no rale to be heard. 
any where. Contrary to expectation he be- 
came much betterunder the use of consider- 
able doses of the acetate of lead; and coun- 
ter-irritation produced by tartar-emetic oint- 
ment to the surface of the chest. When 
his recovery was considerably advanced, 
and in order to give him the best possible 
chance, he was sent on leave to his native 
place ; and, when there, was seized with 
intermittent fever, which induced him to 
return before bis time had expired. 

After having experienced many severe 
paroxysms, he was taken into hospital, and 
on Sunday 18th May, 1828, the following 
report was made : 

Felt the cold fit coming on at half past 
twelve this forenoon. In a quarter of an 
hour the tremours were so violent as toshake 
the bed. From the commencement of the 
cold fit, he coughed incessautly, without ex- 
pectoration, and complained of excessive 
coldness, together with pain in the head, 
chest, belly and back. Heat of the room 
65°. Thermometer placed under the tongue 
90°; held in the hand it fell to76°, Pulse 
75, and very weak. After the rigors had 
continued with violence for ten or twelve 
minutes, a vein was opened. ‘The first cup, 
which was filled in five minutes, held twelve 
ounces ; by the time it was half filled, the 
pain had vanished from the head and chest, 
the cough had ceased entirely. When the 
twelve ounces were taken he said the paia 
had now left the back, and thata very warm, 
pleasant sensation was gradually spreading 
from his back over his bowels and breast. 
The second cup held between eight and 
nine ounces; and it was filled in two mi- 
nutes. The blood flowed with more force, 
but not in so large astream. ‘he tremours 
gradually subsided, and all unpleasant sen- 
sations disappeared before the arm was 
tied up. The breathing was easy and natu- 
ral. Heat under the tongue 93°. Pulse 92, 
of tolerable strength. ‘here was no sense 
of sickness, or tendency to syncope. He 
was again visited in twenty minutes, and 
found quite comforteble. On being asked 
if he felt weak, he replied, he did not, but 
that he did not know exactly how he might 
be if he were upou his legs. In the even- 
ing he continued quite well, but had a little 
heat of skin, which was found to be owing 
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to the great number of blankets he still had 
upon him. Upon their removal the heat 
disa - As he had had free motions 
from his bowels through the course of the 
day, no medicine was ordered. 

20. Had a paroxysm this morning, but 
it was slight, and was not attended with the 
cough, or the other severe symptoms des- 
cribed in the report of Sunday. ‘The pa- 
roxysm was over before I reached the hos- 
pital, otherwise I would have bled him 
again in the cold stage. 

22. He had another paroxysm, after which 
the quinine was exhibited, which appeared 
now to have the effect of preventing a re- 
currence of the disease, although it had 
been exhibited in vain, and in much larger 
doses before the bleeding. 


Casr. 18.—The following is the case of 
James Bennet, treated by Dr. Alison, in the 
clinical ward of the Royal Infirmary, which 
was the foundation of his lecture against 
bleeding in the cold stage, and whose ob- 
jections and arguments were subsequently 
re-echoed in Tne Lancer. of Saturday, 
April7, 1827, in a communication signed 
** Scotus.” 

Jame Bennet, aged 39, shoemaker, March 
27.—Had severe rigors on Saturday 25th 
instant, accompanied by thirst, anorexia, and 
pain of head, which continued for more than 
an hour; were then succeeded by heat of 
skin, vertigo, Jassitude, increase of thirst, 
and pain ofhead. These symptoms conti- 
nued five or six hours, and then gradually 
subsided during copious sweating. Had a 
similar paroxysm on the 26th, and also « 
less severe one this morning. Complains 
at presentof slight pain below the left false 
ribs, somewhat increased by pressure or 
coughing. Pulse 60, full; respiration na- 
tural ; skin cool ; tongue clean and moist; 
no thirst; appetite pretty good; bowels 
open ; urine said to be high-coloured ; lips 
somewhat swollen, with a slight vesicular 
eruption round the mouth. Has taken pur- 
gative medicines, and also a little of the ar- 





senical solution since yesterday. ‘Took an 
opiate draught this morning when the rigors | 
commenced, after which they continued only | 
a few minutes. Has since had no pain of| 


at 10, which abated somewhat after taki 
the draught. At half past 10 he was sti 
shivering, less violently ; with pain of back 
and head. Pulse 72, rather small. Sixteen 
ounces of blood were taken, slightly sizy, 
crassamentum not contracted, the pains abated, 
and the shiverings immediately ceased. Has 
headach now, and giddiness. Pulse 72, 
full, soft; tongue furred, moist; no sweat- 
ing since the shivering ; pain of left side of 
abdomen only felt on coughing ; no pain of 
back. Continue the arsenical solution, 
Repeat the anodyne draught. 

29. Began to sweat at two, which lasted 
several hours; had griping and tenesmus 
with headach at night, which abated after 
the operation of a dose of castor oil; no 
shivering to-day ; four doses of the solution 
taken; pulse 60; tongue moist, slightly 
furred ; complains of weakness. Continue 
all the medicines. Let him have lb.j. of 
beef tea, and one pint of porter. 

30. Had a fit of rigors this morning about 
10, and took his draught. The shivering 
was less violent, but lasted an hour; pulse 
80, full, soft. Heat was an honr ago 100°, 
Tongue slightly furred, with thirst. Com- 
plains of headach, pain of back and left side 
of abdomen ; bowels confined. Let him have 
one oz. of castor oil; a saline draught now 
and then. Continue the others. 

31. Much sweating yesterday, after hav- 
ing had an enema at night, without effect. 
No rigours to-day ; pulse 68; tongue whi- 
tish. Let him have § ij. of infusion. senna, 
with 5 ij. of sulphate of magnesia. Repeat 
the arsenical solution now every fourth hour, 

April 1. Bowels freely opened. Rigors 
commenced to-day at 10, but slightly ; they 
have become more violent within these few 
minutes; pulse 84, pretty full; skin feels 
warm ; tongue rather dry ; has pain of left 
side of abdomen just now. Has just taken 
the anodyne draught, Continue the arseni- 
cal solution. Give him a powder contain- 
ing four grains of sulphate of quinine every 
six hours, 

2. Shivering abated quickly after the opi- 
ate draught. Sweated much im the evening, 
Feels easy to-day; left side of abdomen 
slightly tender ; bowels open; no nausea, 
Repeat the powder of sulphate of quinine 


head ; little heat of skin; less thirst, and | every fourth hour. 


no sweating. | 


5. Four powders taken; no fit; very lit. 


Had the intermittent fever more or less | tle pain of side. Continue the medicines. 


constantly fur nine months whilst in Spain, | 


4. Five powders taken. No fit. Two 


fourteen yeas azo. Has recently returned | stools. Appetite good. To have four oz. of 
from the West Indies, where he resided for steak to-day, and daily. 


the last six years. Lives in a house where | 


5. Had a very slight fit of rigours at four 


several persons have been ill of continued | yesterday, succeeded by heat of skin ; full, 


fever. 
Fowler's arsenical solution, >}. 
Water, - §rj. 
Mix. Let him have § ss every sixth hour, 
28, Shivering commenced this moraing, 


| qaick pulse, and sweating in the night; lit- 
ltle headach, and no pain of side; pulse 
and tongue natural; bowels open. Can- 
tinue, 


6. Shiverings have begun within these 
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few minutes. Pulse 96. Has taken his 
draught. Hand rather cold. Bowels open. 
Continue. ; 

7. Shivering lasted an hour yesterday. 
Began to sweat soon after, and sweated ail 
night. Complains of pain in the left lumbar 
region, With some tenderness ; no distinct 
hardness. 

8. Rigours commenced this morning a 
little after 9 o’clock, and lasted an hour, 
though he took an opiate draught containing 
forty drops of tincture of opium. Has sweat- 
ed some already. Pulse 100, full. Com- 
plains of headach and pain of left side of 
abdomen. Tongue rather dry, with some 
thirst. Nostool. Let him take a bolus of 
compound powder of jalap directly. Apply 
the cupping glasses to the pained part of 
his left side, and abstract six ounces of blood. 
Continue the powders of sulphate of qui- 
nine. Let him have drink, acidulated with 
Jemon juice, without sirop, ad libitum. 

9. Side easier since the cupping; bolus 


operated; no headach to-day; appetite 
good; much sweating in the night. Con- 
tinue. Let him take a mixture containing 5 j. 
of sulphuric acid with water.—Additional 


16. Had some vomiting this morning, 
succeeded by rigors about 8 o'clock, which 


lasted three quarters of an hour, but were | 


not violent. Pulse 64; heat 99°; sweated 
a little ; no headach or pain of side ; bowels 
slow. Let him take 5 ij. of infusion of sen- 
na, with 5 ij. of sulphate of magnesia di- 
rectly, Continue the others. 

17. Had asecond fit of rigours vesterday 
at 2o’clock, which lasted long, although he 
took forty drops of tincture of opium ; sweat- 
ed all night; is free of complaint to-day, 
but weak ; bowels open. Continue the pow- 
ders of sulphate of quinine every third hour. 

18. No return of shivering; has a little 
pain of left side of abdomen, on motion or 
coughing; pulse natural; appetite good ; 
one scanty stool. Give him directly a pow- 
der containing gr. xv. ofrhubarb, and gr. iij. 
of calomel. 

27. Complains of feeling weakness of 
loins. Apply a warm plaster to the lumbar 
Teyion. 

29. Bowels slow, otherwise well. Let 
him have immediately a cathartic draught. 
Continue the others. 

50. Has complained of and weak- 
ness, but witheut any shivering. Pulse na- 
tural; tongue whitish. Let him take § j. 
of a mixture containing 5 ij. of ammoniated 
tincture of valerian, in 5 vj. of mint water. 
Continue the others. 

May 1. Feeling of nausea and headach 
abated ; bowels regular. Let him have one 
ounce of bark, also a warm plaster for the 
loins. Dismissed cured. 

Second attack.—Admitted 25th May.—On 
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the morning of the 17th instant, was taken 
ill with headach, languor, and pain of back, 
suceceded by slight rigor, which continued 
for about a quarter of an hour, when it was 
followed by heat and sweating. Hes had 
an interval of seven days without a return 
of paroxysm, which re-appeared on the 24th 
with increased severity, the rigor having 
been much more violent, and of longer du- 
ration, accompanied with much nausea, ex- 
cruciating headach, and those various symp- 
toms which characterise tlhe invasion of in- 
termittent fever, under an aggravated form, 
Has had this morning, previous to admission, 
another paroxysm, which was an hour earlier 
in the period of its accession, and continued, 
including its three stages, for about six 
hours, during the first of which he had much 
vomiting, Caastaiee most at present of 
headach, prostration of strength, general 
lassitude, and soreness of limbs. Has no 
pectoral, nor abdominal symptoms; thirst is 
urgent; no anorexia; pulse 66, full, but 
soft ; respirations 26 in the minute; tongue 
furred, but moist; bowels open ; skin warm, 
rather pungent, and bathed in perspiration ; 
face swollen; urine copious. Has been 
lately a patient in this clinical ward, afflicted 
with his present complaint, of which he was 
dismissed cured, on the 30th ultimo. The 
history of the present case derives much 
additional interest from the circumstance of 
two of his children having been also re- 
cently attacked with ague, for which one 
of them is now a patient in the Infirmary. 

Let him have gr. iij. of sulphate of quinine 
three times a-day, and two colocynth pills 
to-night. 

26. Three stools from the pills. No 
shivering since admission. Headach still 
severe. Pulse 66, full. Pain of back and 
limbs preventing sleep. No pain of side or 
abdomen. Apply the cupping instrument to 
his temples, and abstract eight ounces of 
blood.—Continue the powders. 

27. Headach relieved by cupping; had 
a severe shivering fit this morning, reported 
to have lasted two hours, and is now sweat- 
ing profusely, Pulse 66, full. No pain of 
abdomen or side. Two stools. Let him 
have the powders of sulphate of quinine 
every third hour; also an anodyne draught, 
with forty drops of tincture of opium, at the 
commencement of the paroxysm. 

28. Pulse 66; feels chilly ; bowels open. 
Continue powders of sulphate of quinine. 

29. Had a shivering fit lasting an hour 
anda half, commencing at nine ; has sweated 
much ; pulse 66, full ; complains of general 
soreness ; bowels open ; had nausea, no vo- 
miting. Let him have an effervescing saline 
draught every hour. Continue the powders. 

30. Pulse natural ; no pain to day ; appe- 
tite pretty good. Five powderstaken. To 
have four ounces of steak and a pint of porter, 
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31. Took six grains of sulphate cf quinine 
this morning at half past eight; shivering 
came on at nine, and lasted about half an 
hour, but was much slighter; no sweating 
since ; no headach, butcomplains of nvusea 
and giddiness ; bowels open. Let him hove 
the effervescing saline draught now and 
then ; continue the powders. To have ordi- 
nary diet to-day, but the steak to be re- 
peated to-morrow. 

June 2. Took a double dose of quinine 
again this morning at half past eight; has 
had alittle chilliness ; no rigour. Continue 
the powders. 
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Abstract from the atm 5x. of blood ; con. 
tinue medicines. . 

25. Eyes better; bowels open. Continue 
the lotion for the eyes. 

26. Still some pain of eye-balls ; less in- 
flammation, but has some dimness of sight; 
no pain of head. Iris moveswell. Discon- 
tinue the powders of sulphate of quinine, 
Apply a blister to nape of neck. 

30. Still some dimness of sight. Let him 


|= 3j- of simple ointment. 


ismissed cured. 


Case XIX.—A. B., a carpenter in Leith, 


3. Began to shiver directly after visit yes-| had had a great many severe attacks of in- 


terday ; took five grains of sulphate of qui-|termittent, which weakened him so much 
nine, afier which it went off ; sweated much ; | that he was almost entirely confined to bed. 
has complained much of tinnitus aurium and | He had taken a great many remedies, but 


giddiness since yesterday afternoon ; two 
stools from pills taken last night ; pulse 68, 
full; tongue whitish. Repeat the powders 
every fourth hour ; and the laxative pills at 
bed time, 

4. No shivering to-day ; much less tinni- 
tus; bowels open. Continue the powders 
and pills. 


5. Five powders taken ; no vertigo or tin- 
nitus; appetite good, To have additional 
allowance of bread. 

6, Had chilliness, no rigours ; six powders 
taken ; bowels slow; no pain. Let him 
take two coloeynth pills immediately ; con- 


tinue the powders. 

7. No return of shivering ; complains 
only of pain of back. Apply a warm plaster 
to the lumbar region ; continue the medi- 
cines. 

8. Bowels slow ; feels drowsy to-day; no 
shivering. Let him have the colocynth pills ; 
continue powders. 

13. Bowels slow. Let him take a cathar- 
tic draught, 

15, Two laxative pills at bed-time. 

17. Inflammation of eyes, particularly of 
right, with adhesion of eyelids in morning ; 
no headach. Let him low 5 J- of com- 
pound powder of jalap immediately. To 
bathe his eyes frequently with tepid water, 
and to apply simple ointment to the edges of 
the eyelids. 

18. More inflammation of right eye. Ap- 
ply the cupping instrument to his temples; 
repeat the powders of sulphate of quinine 
three times a-day. 

20. Eyes still sore. Apply eight leeches 
round the eyes. 

21. Two leeches only fixed, Bowels con- 
fined ; inflammation of eyes somewhat abated. 
Repeat the leeches and purgutive draught. 

22. Leeches bled well. Eyes less painful ; 
still inflamed, with discharge of tears. Dis- 
solve gr. xv. of the acetate of lead, in $viij. 
of water, for a collyrium. 

24. Both eyes somewhat inflamed, with 
impatience of light, and dimness of sight. 


| the disease increased in severity. Several 
‘of my pupils watched this patient in order 


to bleed him in the cold stage; at length 
the rigor came on, and blood was drawn to 
the amount of sixteen or seventeen ounces, 
stopping the paroxysm. He experienced 
the same sudden relief that all the others 
had done from pain in head and loins, great 
oppression at the precordia, dreadful sen- 
sation of coldness. This man, however, had 
two returns of the disease, which were ow- 
ing to constant perspirations, which he 
encouraged, and also from allowing his 
bowels to get very much out of order. After 
a few doses of laxative medicine, and in- 
sisting on his avoiding the perspirations, 
he had no return of the disease, and soon 
recovered his ordinary state of health 
without any other means, 


Case XX.—James Donachie, xt. 35, pale 
and emaciated, applied at the Dispensary 
on the 10th May 1828. States that he was 
at work in Lincolnshire last harvest, where 
he became affected with a quotidian: inter- 
mittent, which continued to recuz about 
five, six, or seven o'clock in the evening, 
till February last, except during his stay in 
the York Infirmary, and a short time after- 
wards. He became a patient in the Infir- 
mary of Edinburgh, in the clinical ward. 
He further states, that, whilst there, the 
symptoms ran so high that he was bled in 
the hot stage, but without relief. He re- 
mained in the hospital four weeks, was 
treated with bark, and discharged ; but he 
was affected as severely as ever. Since 
about March 22, when he came out of the 
Infirmary, the fits have continued to attack 
him every evening at five, six, or seven 
o'clock, occasionally continuing until the 
morning. A considerable part of this time 





he was under the use of Fowler's solution, 
without the least relief. Mr. Taylor, one 
lof my pupils, bled him during the cold 
is Before the bleeding, his pulse was 


63 ; the rigor was completely formed, Al- 
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though the vein was properly opened, no 
blood came at first ; it soon dropped down 
the side of the arm, and afterwards came in 
a jet, when the rigor instantly ceased, and 
the bleeding was stopped. One ounce and 
a half of blood was abstracted. He got a 
little calomel and rhubarb to keep his 
bowels open. His strength now increased 
rapidly, and he had no attack for six days, 
till the 16th May, During this interval he 
feletolerably well, and only experienced a 
slight sense of chilliness and ye powers to 
yawn, for a short time, instead of the regu- 
lar paroxysm, and not every day, as before, 
but on alternate days, and at 1 P.M. in- 
stead of the evening. This last attack came 
on, a8 already mentioned, on Friday 16th 
May, while he was out taking a walk on the 
Castle Hill, during which he was exposed 
to a keen north-east wind, which prevailed 
at the time. He got home with great diffi- 
culty. He had another attack on Sunday 
18th, which, together with the former one, 
he describes as having been attended with 
a less severe cold stage, but more intense 
hot and sweating stages, than he had ex- 
perienced before. 

19th,—Complains of thirst, but no loss 
of appétite; surface pale ; tongue white 
and moist ; pulse 60, soft and compressible ; 
bowels regular, has no uneasiness. 


Tuesday 20th—Hed no fit, but only a 
disposition to stretch and yawn, with a 
slight coolness of the surface ; in a few mi- 
nutes afterwards his skin became hot, 
attended with moisture on the breast and 
on the inside of the fore arms; pulse 80, 


soft. 


2ist.—He had sweating yesterday after- 
noon after the visit; has no complaint to- 
day. 

2¢d.—No paroxysm, but experienced the 
yawning and stretching, followed by heat 
and sweating. 

24th.— Escaped, and had even no threat- 
ening till 

28th, when there was slight chilliness, 
succeeded by heat and sweating. He had 
another slight attack on Friday 30th, but 
both these attacks were in owing to 
exposing himself out of doors in cold, damp 
weather. 

On June 2d, had a return of the stretch- 
ing, yawning, heat, and sweating, which 
continued profuse all night ; indeed every 
night he perspires profusely, which is not 
to be wondered at, when it is known that he 
slept with four other people in 2 ow room, 
eleven feet by twelve. After this he had 
no paroxysm, and the only remedies which 
were given were the decoction of quassia, 
sulphurie acid, and gentle laxatives ; and 
he went to work on the 26th June, as a la- 
bourer, with restored health and strength. 


APOTHECARIES’ HALL.* 


Regulations for the Examination of Apothecaries. 


Tue Court of Examiners chosen and ap- 
pointed by the Master, Wardens, and As- 
sistants of the Society of Apothecaries, of 
| London, in pursuance of a certain Act of 
| Parliament, ‘“* For better Regulating the 
Practice of Apothecaries throughout Eng- 
land and Wales,” passed in the 55th year 
of the reign of his Majesty King George the 
Third, apprise all Persons whom it may 
concern : 

That every Candidate for a Certificate to 
practise as an apothecary, will be required 
to ssa competent knowledge of the 
Latin language, and in compliance with 
the i4th and 15th Sections of the said Act, 
to produce testimonials of having served 
an apprenticeship of not less than five years 
to an apothecary, of having attained the 
| full age of twenty-one years, and being of 
| good moral conduct. 

N.B. Articles of apprenticeship, where 

such are in existence, will be required ; but 
in case such article shall have been lost, 
it is expected that the candidate shall bring 
eteal vow strong testimony to prove that 
the has served such an apprenticeship, as 
the Act of Parliament directs. 

He will also be required to produce certi- 
ficates of having attended not less than— 

Two courses of Lectures on Chemistry : 

Two courses of Lectures on Materia Me- 
dica and Botany : 

Two courses of Lectures on Anatomy and 
Physiology : 

Two courses of Anatomical Demonstra- 
tions: 

Two courses of Lectures on the Theory 
and Practice of Medicine : these last to be 
attended subsequently to one course of Lec- 
tures on Materia Medica, Chemistry, and 
Anatomy. 

N. B.—No testimonial of attendance on 
Lectures on the Principles and Practice of 
Medicine, delivered in London, or within 
seven miles thereof, will render a candidate 
eligible for examination, unless such lec- 
tures were given, and the testimonial is 
signed by a fellow, candidate, or licentiate, 
of the Royal College of Physicians. 

And a certificate of attendance for six 
months, at least, on the physicians’ practice 
of some public hospital, or infirmary, (con- 
taining not less than sixty beds, ) or for nine 
months at a dispensary : such attendance to 








* We printed these detestable Regula- 
tions in No. 214, but insert them again at 
pe request of several country Correspon- 

nts. 
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commence subsequently to the termination 
of the first course of lectures on the Princi- 
ples and Practice of Medicine. 

N. B.—Physicians’ pupils, who intend to 
present themselves for examination, must 
appear personally at the Beadle’s office, in 
this Hall, and bring with them the tickets, 
authorising their attendance on such prac- 
tice, as the commencement thereof will be 
dated from the time of such personal ap- 
pearance. 

All candidates applying for examination 
after the ist of October, 1829, will be re- 
quired to produce evidence of having at- 
tended the physicians’ practice at an hospi- 
tal or infirmary for nine mouths, or at a dis- 
pensary for twelve months. 

The regulations relating te the order of 
succession in which the lectures on the Prac- 
tice of Medicine, and the physicians’ prac- 
tice of an hospital or dispensary are to be 
attended, are designed to apply to those 
students only who commenced their attend- 
ance on lectures on or after the ist of 
February, 1828 ; and all such persons are 
particularly requested to take notice, that 
unless they shall have strictly complied with 
such order of succession, they will not be 
admitted to an examination. 

In addition to the course of study above 
required, as indispensably necessary, can- 
didates are earnestly recommended to attend 
Clinical Lectures, and also Lectures on 
Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and 
Children, on the latter of which subjects, as 
an important part of medical practice, they 
will be examined. 

The Court have determined, that the ex- 
amination of the candidate shall be as fol- 
lows :— 

1. In translating, grammatically, parts of 
the Pharmacoperia Londinensis, and Physi- 
cians’ Prescriptions; and, after the Ist of 
January, 1331, candidates will be required 
to translate portions of the following medi- 
cal Latin authors, viz. Celsus de Medicina, or 
Gregory Conspectus Medicine Theoretice. 

2. In Chemistry. 

3. In the Materia Medica. 

4. In Botany. 

5. In Anatomy and Physiology. 

6. In the Practice of Medicine. 

Notice.—Every person intending to qua- 
lify himself under the regulations of this 
Act, to practise as an Apothecary, must 
give notice in writing, addressed to the 
Clerk of the Society, on or before the Mon. 
day previous to the day of Examination ; 
and must also at the same time deposit all 
the required testimonials at the office of the 
Beadle, at Apothecaries’ Hall, where at- 
tendance is given every day (except Sun- 
day) from nine until two o'clock. 

Persons intending to present themselves 
for Examination are requested to take no- 


| tice, that they may obtain at the Beadle’s 
| office at this Hall, a printed paper contain- 
jing certificates with blanks (as to names 
‘and dates) of all the Lectures they are re. 


quired to have attended, and also of the 


Physicians’ Practice. These blanks the 


| Court request may be filled up and signed 


by the respective Lecturers, and by the 
Physicians whose practice the Student has 
attended. 

Students are enjoined to observe, that, 
after the 1st of November, 1828, these cer- 
tificates so filled up, will be required from 
Candidates for Examination. After the 
same day no other testimonials of atten- 
dance on Lectures and Medical Practice 
will be admitted, except such as bear the 
seal of a University or College, and the sig- 
nature of an officer belonging to such Uni- 
versity or College, whose duty it is to sign 
certificates of attendance on the lectures 
given therein ; or such other certificates as 
have heretofore been received, if the same 
were obtained prior to the ist of February, 
1828. 

The Court will meet in the Hall, every 
Thursday, where Candidates are requested 
to attend at half-past One o'clock. 

By order of the Court, 
Joun Watson, Secretary. 
London, Sept. 25, 1828. 

Information relative to the business of 
this Court may be obtained of Mr. Watson, 
at his residence, 45, Berners-street, be- 
tween the hours of 9 and 10 o'clock every 
morning (Sunday excepted). 

*,* lt is expressly ordered by the Court 
of Examiners, that no Gratuity be received 
by any officer from any Person applying for 
information relative to the business of the 
Court. 
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To the Court of Examiners of the Apothecaries’ 
Company. 

Gentlemen,—As a Licentiate of your 
body, allow me to express my opinion upon 
the issue of your late decree, with as litte 
preface as that decree bas itself used in 
making its appearance to the world. It is 
a harassing, overbearing, and unjust exten- 
sion of questionable authority. Some few 
years azo, the Legislature vested in youa 
power of determining who were proper per- 
sons to go forth and exercise the att and 
mystery of an Apothecary; and this mea- 
sure was dictated in good feeling, sound 
sense, and a humane regard towards the 
poorer of our countrymen. But it was ne- 
ver imagined that it could be so wrested to 
the assumption of power, profit, and exclu- 
sion, as it seems likely to prove. Since the 
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passing of that decree, appear to have 
all notion of the relative duties of life, 
and even of the relative duties of the medi- 
cal profession ; and, with an ostentatious 
diaplay of the love of science, you are injuring 
the ession, filling your own purses, and 
ruining the gop eee usefulness of rising 
students. t I may not give you words 
without facts, I will further allude to these 
different points :— 

You make an ostentatious display, in con- 
tinually showing your legal power, without 
accompanying it with a corresponding dis- 
play of science ; and you have shown none of 
that fostering love, or affectionate regard 
for it, which your means enable you to do. 

You are injuring your Profession by your 
love of money, or else by your mistaken 
judgment ; and in this, that you have opened 
a common shop for the di ing ef medi- 
cines, thereby not only insinuating, but 
plainly dec a suspicion of knavery and 
deceit in the e tribe of titioners. 
A greater insult was never offered to the 

i You are also the wholesale 
druggists to a considerable portion of them. 

That you are ruining the prospects and 
usefulness of a large number of rising stu- 
dents must be evident to your own feelings. 
Know you not, Gentlemen, that many of 
you have raised yourselves most honourably 
from most scanty means, and think you that 
these difficulties (money matters) are les- 
sened lately, that you are so regardless of 
that point which your former experience 
ought to have taught you? There are man 
(and you know it) who having calculate 
how far their scanty means, with every ex- 
ertion, and .almost every privation, will 
carry them, enter into the medical profes- 
sion, cheered only with the future hope of 
obtaining an honest and respectable living 
by their unceasing usefulness ; but all their 
plans may be in a moment frustrated, al- 
though they come nearly within touch of 
the goal, your sudden, capricious, and 
harsh mandates. And, if they do not thus 
fail in their resources, or sink into despair, 
but pass through the test of your ordeal, it 
is but as over-crammed poultry, to reach the 
point of repletion, and wither from disgust 
at that intellectual sustenance which is 
required for their continual support. 

There is not one man of science, practi- 
cal experience, and good faith, teaching the 
different branches of the profession, who 
does not declare that it is elementary know- 
ledge only he is capable of communicating, 
and that the medical practitioner must be 
a student till death: how then is it that you 
require of the young man of twenty-one a 
degree of excellence, capable of being so se- 
verely tested by your knowledge in gentle- 
manly old age, and this by an ordeal 
through which you have not yourselves 
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passed ? Besides, by enforcing the necessity 
of these severe tests, you are declaring to 
the world how totally unfit for practice you 
yourselves must have been in your earlier 
career, 

Gentlemen ;—As a Licentiate of your 

ly, let me advise a relaxation of the ri- 

gour of your enactments, and also let me 
persuade you to distinguish yourselves b 
some slight sactifices of interest, which will, 
I am sure, add to your respectability, and 
elevate your characters in the eyes of scien- 
tific men. Give up the trade of druggists 
to the mercantile world—put dowa your 
shop, and recommend your customers ‘c 
your fraternity—open your botanical garden 
to the students of physic in London—let 
there be an annual course of gratuitous Lec- 
tures on the advanced discoveries of Che- 
mistry, Botany, and the virtues of Medi- 
cines—lower the fee for your certificate, 
as you return no advantages—and serve the 
profession at large, by petitioning Parlia- 
ment for a repeal of duties upon phials and 
drugs. Do these things, and the students 
will no longer continue their complaint, 
with the Israelites of old, saying ‘‘ they have 
increased our task, but given us no straw.” 

Should you fail in these things, I have a 
great notion that the rising students, and 
the liberal portion of the medical world, will 
apply to Parliament themselves. But, should 
they not, by all means compel them in fu- 
ture to study Arabic and the Sanscrit lan- 
guages, as there may probably be some infor- 
mation found in these tongues of essential 
service to medical science. 

I am, Gentlemen, by necessity, 
Your Licentiate in Practice, 
Oct. 10, 1828, 





SEAMAN’S HOSPITAL SOCIETY. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—I am authorised to request the 
favour of your inserting the following fact, in 
answer to an anonymous, false, and malig- 
nant statement, which appeared in Tne 
Lancer of the 11th inst., reflecting upon the 
surgical practice of the Grampus Hospital 
Ship: the only case of stone in the bladder, 
received on board the Grampus, was under 
treatment in the last summer, and removed 
by the express desire of the parents of the 
patient (contrary to the wish of the Sur- 
geon), to St. Thomas’s Hospital, for the pur- 
pose of undergoing the operation ; he has 
since left St. Thomas’s Hospital, without 
the operation having been performed, con- 
stantly refusing his consent to undergo the 
same, both on board the Grampus, and at 
St. Thomas's Hospital. _‘I am, Sir, 

R. Harcey, Secretary, 
19, Bishopsgate Within, Oct, 22, 1828. 
I 





DR. GRANVILLE 


torney to commence an action cf trover 
against Mr. Brovonam, for the recovery of 
the lost testimonials. 

As our readers may be curious to know 
something of the documents, the loss of 

Every body has heard of Dr. Granvitte| which has driven Dr. Granvinie to de- 
and his testimonials. The Doctor seems to! spair, we shall lay before them two or three 
understand to perfection the arts of badger- | of the certificates in question ;®and that the 
ing an antagonist, and of keeping his own) Doctor's pretensions may be more fully ap- 
name constantly before the public. He is) preciated, we shall begin by inserting the 
no doubt anxious, upon public grounds, that letter which he addressed to the Governors 
the world should know the full extent of the | of the Middlesex Hospital, on offering him- 
injury which the London University has self as a candidate for the office of physician 
sustained by his non-election to the pro-| accoucheur to that establishment. 


fessorship of midwifery ; but he may, more- | Sante het a 
: : “M s, ies, w entlemen ,— 
sad 05 es re wareedbedeiedven~a The office of Physician-Accoucheur to your 
of combining a weekly attack upon Mr.| excellent Hospital having become vacant by 
Brovenam, with a hint to ladies who are|the resignation of Dr. Merriman, I beg 
in that situation wherein ‘‘ women wish to| yen sah mageell ab © candidate to tue- 
be who love their lords,” that he is the! “ Although I cannot boast of having been 
Week Previously connected with your institution, 
or with your late physician-accoucheur, 
| (circumstances which, in themselves, can- 
form an exclusive ground for your sup- 
port,) I may aver, notwithstanding, that my 
i i experience, as physician-accoucheur ma- 
viene’s wrongs. The aecoucheur has fast-| paging the lying in department of two very 
ened like an incubus upon the advocate, | ¢xtensive medical charities in the metropo- 
talk dn a ined . ,. | his for a number of years, has been such as 
ems determined never to quit bis) i, entitle me, 1 trust, to your favourable 
hold, In-vain has the learned gentleman consideration. 


; | “In the course of the last’nine years, 
protested, that he neither possesses DOr! 0444 poor married women heve t deli. 


knows anything of the Doctor's papers. yered at their own habitations under my 
“« Restore my testimonials,” is the sole re- | direction ; and when to this evidence of 

|public practice I add, thet I have pre- 
|scribed for nearly 700U children during 
“ Not fierce Othello in a louder strain, | the last four years, as one of the Physicians 


Roared for the handkerchief that caused °f the Royal Infirmary for sick Children, 
his pain.” jand that 1 am a Lecturer on Midwifery at 
|the Westminster General Dispensary—! 


It is, as a contemporary has observed, a humbly hope that I have shown sufficient 
complete Monsieur Tonson affair, «« Where | *essons for soliciting your patronage on this 
ever,” says The Spectator, “the leatned| «In coming forward as a candidate for the 
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most accomplished of accoucheurs. 
after week the columns of the John Bull 


have teemed with the particulars of Mr. | not 


Brovenam's negligence and Dr. Gran-, 


plication of the irritated accoucheur : 


gentleman went, he found Dr. Granvitce| 


demanding his testimonials; if he received a| 


note, it was an even chance that it related! 


to the lost testimonials; if a friend called, 
the object of his visit was, probably, to in- 
tercede for the testimonials.” But this is 
not all. The accoucheur has, we understand, 
distinctly announced his intention to perse- 
vere, and has actually instructed his at- 





office of Physician to take care of your 

ing-in patients, I shall best consult the 

lings which the Governors at large, and 
particularly the Ladies, must experience 
towards the objects of their benevolence, if 
I state, that, in doing me the honour of 
electing me, you would secure the services 
of a married man with a FAMILY, (a quali- 
cation which hus always been considered 
of importanec in the choice of a Physi- 
cian-Accoucheur,) whose efforts will ever 
be directed towards the performance of 





AND HIS “ QUALIFICATION.” 


those duties which are best calculated to pro- 
mote the objects of your institution. 
I have the honour to be, 
My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 
Your obedieat humble servant, 
A. B. Graxvitte, M.D. 
Fellow of the Royal Society, Mem- 
ber of the Royal College of Phy- 
sicians, aod Physician in Ordi- 
nary to His Royal Highness the 
Buke of Clarence. 


16, Grafton Street, Berkeley 
Square, March 1826.” 


Whether the Doctor's declaration, that 
he should best consult the feelings of the 
Ladies by observing, that, in electing a 
married man with a family, they would se- 
cure the services of one whose efforts 
would be directed to the performance of 
those duties which are best calculated to 
promote the objects of the institution ; whe- 
ther, we say, ths be a modest declaration, 
we shall leave our readers to determine. 
The passage seems to admit but of one in- 
terpretation. ‘Ihe Doctor had already stated, 
that he had delivered upwards of ten thou- 
sand women; but this was not suflicient. 
The support of the Ladies was, in his esti- 
mation, to be gained, by tendering evidence 
of another qualification ; aud he accordingly 
rennnds them that, as he is a married man, 
with a family, they should lose no time in 
securing the services of a person of such rare 
endowments ; a man who had aot only deli- 
vered ten thousand women, but who was 
qualified, ex vi paternitatis, to promote the 
objects of the institution. ‘This is evidently 
the construction put upon the Doctor's let- 
ter, in the following ill-written, but good- 
humoured, certificate of Sir Astley Coo- 
per:— 

“ My dear Sir,—It gives me pleasure to 
add my testimony to a host of others, of 
your high qualifications for the situation you 
are anxious te fill; and I shall congratulate 
the Institution upon its possessing (if you 
are elected) a man who so powertully uuites 
the science of your profession with its prac- 


tice.—Jan. 20, 1822. 
Asriey Cooper.” 


Here follows a certificate to the same 
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effect, from Sir E. Home: who is, perhaps, 
as well qualified to certify the ability of an 
accoucheur as Sir A. Coorgrr. 

* This is to certify, that I have the bigh- 
est opinion of Dr. Granville’s knowledge of 
every part of the duties of an Accoucheur, 
having studied both in this country and at 
Paris, where he remained two years solely for 
that purpose, after finishing his education in 
Londou.—Sackville-street, Jan. 17, 1822. 

Everanp Home.” 

The composition of this note is of a piece 
with that of the worthy Baronet. Sir 
Everarp certifies the skill of Dr. Graw- 
vitte, because he (Sir Everanp,) had 
studied in this country, and Paris, &c 

Sir Humpursy Davy, although he very 
candidly states that he ean give no opinion 
upon the professional character of a mau- 
midwife, is nevertheless brought in, soleus 
volens, to swell the triumph of Dr, Gaan- 
vitte. The following is his quasi-testi- 
monial. 

“ Dr. Granville’s varied talents, exten- 
sive information, and indefatigable acuivity, 
are so well know to the medical and scien- 
tifle gentlemen of the metropolis, that I 
should conceive any particular recommend- 
ation of him as unnecessary. 1 canuot pre- 
sume to give an opinion upon his profes- 
sional character: but 1 should suppose him 
peculiarly qualified, both from his education, 
and the nature, extent, and success of his 
practice, for the office of Physician to the 
Benevolent Institution. — 25, Grosvenor 
Street, Jan. 31, 1822. 

H. Davy.” 

We take the certificate of the chemist to 
be fully as valuable, as far as Dr. Gran- 
ville’s obstetrical skill is concerned, as the 
following testimonial from Sir Gicugsrr 
Biang :— 

“ I beg to certify to those whom it may 
concern, that 1 have been intimately ac- 
quainted with Dr. Granville, of Saville Row, 
ior several years, and that 1 have found him 
to be a gentleman highly accomplished in 
various brauches of science, and particu- 
larly in ail that relates to his profession ; to 
the doctrines and practice of which, he has 
paid the greatest attention, especially in the 
obstetricaldepartment,—Suack valle Street,19th 
Jan. 1822. 

Gituert Biane.” 

There are two certificates signed by Ro- 
DERICK Macteop; one from Mr, Bropiz, 

Ie 
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and last, but not least estimable, in a 
question involving the reputation of an 
accoucheur, a certificate from Sir Ricuarp 
Brrwxie, the Principal Magistrate at Bow 
Street. 


“I take leave to certify, that Dr. A. B. 
Granvitce has 
Physician-A 


been for several years 
y heur to the Benevolent In- 
stitution for delivering poor women at their 
own habitations ; and I can truly state, that 
from his professional skill and assiduous at- 
tention, he has rendered most important ser- 
vice to the Institution. The Public Office, 
Bow Street, March 8, 1826. 


R. Biewie.” 

So much for Dr. Granvite’s testimonials. 
We shall only add that Dr. Granvitte 
has answered his own insinuation, that Mr. 
Brovenam kept the testimonials in his 
pocket, lest Dr. Davis, who was alleged 
to be a medical attendant in his (Mr. 
Brovcuam’s) family, should be deprived 
of all chance of election to the Midwifery 
Professorship by their production. And 
how has Dr. Graxvitte answered this in- 
sinuation? why, by a public acknowledge- 
ment, that at the time of taking charge of 
his testimonials, Mr. Brovcuam did not 
even know Dr. Davis. The Accoucheur, we 
understand, is himself in labour, and in- 
tends to empty the whole of the contro- 
versy, which has filled the columns of the 
John Bull, into the next edition of his tra- 
vails, 





Amone the laws which conferred the 
singular property of perpetual motion on 
the Irish School of Physic without pro- 
gression, there was at least one which was 
eminently calculated to make it keep pace 
with the advancement of similar institu- 
tions. With whatever intention it may 
have been framed, whether for the pro- 
duction of good or evil, (for unfortunately it 
is susceptible of either,) we have no doubt 
but it is indebted for its preservation, along 





with its evil associates of one of the most 
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obnoxious of college codes, to an ignorance 
of its utility, or a knowledge of its bad 
qualities, that it might be conveniently 
abused whenever it suited the taste of this 
body to indulge in the corporate luxury of 
an act of injustice. This very valuable but 
dangerous ordinance had for its object a 
septennial election of the professors of the 
School of Physic in Ireland, and obviously 
might be made, by a judicious direction of 
its powers, subservient to the most useful 
purposes. The conviction that, at the 
lapse of every seventh year, his attention 
would be rewarded by re-election, or his 
neglect reproved by rejection, would be 
likely to exercise a salutary influence on a 
professor. With this day of retribution 
constantly before his eyes, he would scarcely 
fall into that official obliviscence which a 
total exemption from responsibility is so apt 
to induce in those cultivators of science, 
who hold their situations by a lease for life. 
Like the sword suspended by Dionysius 
above the head of his voluptuous courtier 
Damocles, such a reflection would per- 
petually admonish him that the pleasures of 
indolence were incompatible with happi- 
ness, when enjoyed under such uncertain 
circumstances. The electors to the School 
of Physic were not, however, to be seduced 
into the crime of taking advantage of the 
opportunities which this institute acci- 
dentally throw in their way. Their predi- 
lection for mischief instinctively induced 
them to reject its good, and to administer 
its bad properties.— 
« Like those bees of Trebizond, 

— from the sunniest flowers that 

With their pure smile the gardens round, 

Draw venom forth that drives men 
mad !” 

The professors, whom they appointed, 
have invariably retained their places during 
life, without the slightest apprehension 
that the other clause of the professor's in- 
denture, good behaviour, would be applied 
in their individual cases. Many of them, in- 
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deed, have dosed out the term of their pro-| University, without appeasing its rabid 
fessorship from youth to old age, reading} bigotry by the usual sop of surrendering his 
precisely the same course of lectures an-| faith, was not less surprising than that he 
nually, quite insensible to the wants of| should subsequently succeed to a professor- 
their pupils, and unconscious that the im-|/ship in the School of Physic. In what 
provements in science had rendered their| manner Dr. Tuomy performed the duties of 
prelections obsolete. The statute, indeed, | his situation, we have no personal know- 
had fallen into such complete desuetude,|ledge; but we are informed that he ful- 
that it entirely ceased to be even a thorn in | filled his task of instruction with as much 
that bed of roses on which they reclined | attention to the interests of his pupils as any 
during their incumbency on the School of| of his associates, and with more than many 
Physic. Not long since, when the law was|of them. From what we do know, in- 
almost forgotten, an advertisement appeared | deed, of his disposition, we can scarcely be- 
in the Dublin newspapers, announcing, like | lieve that he could have justly incurred the 
the flash that precedes the storm, that| penalty which has been inflicted on him by 
though the bolt had slumbered for awhiJe,|any gross neglect of his functions. It is 
its powers of destruction were not ye: ex-| possible, no doubt, in moving through the 
tinguished. It stated, in the quaint phrase- | drowsy atmosphere of the School of Physic, 
ology of bigotry and folly, that the pro-/ that, instead of stopping his ears and tying 
fessorship of the practice of medicine in| himself up to the mast of virtuous persever- 
the School of Physic had become vacant,| ance, like Ulysses among the Syrens, his 
and that persons professing the Christian|ssiduity may have succumbed to the per- 
religion, and possessing certain academical | suasive power of example, and his talents 
qualifications, might stand candidates for the | felt the enervating influence of the indolent 
office. This professorship had been occu-/| genius of the place. Certain, however, we 
pied by Dr. Martin Tuomy for the seven | are, that to the labours of his contemporary 
previous years. Dr. Tuomy we believe, is| professors, Drs. Alman and Crampton, he 
looked upon in Dublin as a gentleman of) has presented a favourable contrast to in- 
considerably literary and professional eru-| efficiency from old age: the former, in 
dition, He is one of the few, or perhaps! teaching Botany, inflicts the severe task of 
the only Roman Catholic, if Mr. Moore, the | learning the system of Linnzus on all those 
poet, be not another exception, who has| pupils who purpose graduating in Edinburgh. 
had the good fortune of obtaining a| Dr. Crampton neither gives, nor pretends to 
“ scholarship” in the University of Dublin, | give, lectures on Materia Medica; but sim- 
without a disgraceful surrender of his re- | ply reads an article without note or com- 
ligious principles. We have seen a trans- | ment, from Duncan or Thompson, per diem, to 
lation of some of the tragedies of Euripides, | his class. His museum, indeed, is one great 
executed for under-graduates of the Dublin | curiosity, for besides being deficient in al- 
University, by Dr. Tuomy, during his} most every article which it should contain, 
“ scholarship,” which, at least, convinces it contains many articles which it should 
us that he had not obtained that honourable | not. False specimens of the Materia Me- 
distinction without desert; and a treatise | dica being not unfrequently exhibited there 
on typhus fever, which speaks highly for for the genuine drugs. We were informed 
his attention to medicine. The fact of his | bya pupil of this learned Theban, ‘‘ Thaton 
having escaped the vigilance of that Pro-' seeing a student taking notes of his lectures 
testant Cerberus which guards the portals | one day, he candidly interposed, and spe- 
of the Elysium of place in the — addressing himself to the student, as- 
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sured him it was quite an unnecessary la- 
bour to take notes of his lectures, as he 
would find them, word for word, in such a 
page of one of the Dispensaries.” The con- 
sequence of this frank indifference to his da- 
ties is, that the learned Doctor seldom mus- 
ters an auditory which amounts to a dozen 5 
but his imperturbable disposition is not in 
the least affected by this demonstration of 
contempt for his instruction, for he pro- 
ceeds, day after day, to read the Dispen- 
sary with the same fidelity to the text, as if 
he had been inspired to higher efforts by 
the presence of an applauding multitude. 
The electors to the professorships of the 
school of physic, who are composed of three 
members of the College of Physicians, se- 
lected by ballot, along with the Provost of 
the University and its professor of the 
practice of physic, conceived, consistently 
with the general tenor of the conduct of that 
body, that the negligence and inefficiency of 
Drs. Alman and Crampton, were its objects 
for the special protection of the law of sep- 
tennial election, and accordingly rewarded 
the labours of these gentlemen by re-ap- 
pointment, while they turned the sharp edge 
of the institution on Dr, Tuomy, and severed 
him, on account of his services, for ever from 
the School of Physic ! 

The manifest inconsistency implied in the 
selection of subjects for the operation of the 
revived law, has given rise to suspicions in 
Dublin, that Dr. Tuomy’s stile of saying 
his prayers, had infinitely more to do in the 
indignity which he has been subjected to, 
than even the style of his lectures, or of his 
translations of Euripides, For the sake of 
human nature, and the honour of the culti- 
vators of a liberal profession, we should 
hope that the report is unfounded; but we 
cannot close our ears to the fact, that this 
report is admitted in Dublin by the party 
which it has covered with eternal disgrace ; 
nor shut our eyes to the manner in which 
public situations are divided among the pro- 
fessors of the opposing religions in Ireland. 





CANT IN THE DUBLIN UNIVERSITY. 


Among all the numerous institutions in 
Dublin, to which medical officers are at- 
tached, there are not, we believe, more than 
some half dozen of Catholics ; and, in the 
county infirmaries and dispensaries, we be- 
lieve the proportion of Catholics to Protes- 
tants is still less, as appears from the 
‘grand jury returns” of the several Irish 
counties, which we have procured with 
much difficulty. We are, to be sure, aware, 
that there is a local superiority of number 
among the profession in Dublin on the side 
of the Protestants, owing to that plague- 
spot in the history of England, which, until 
lately, rendered it penal for a Roman Ca- 
tholic to receive the common advantages of 
education, or to hold property to any amount 
in hisown right. But even with the dispa- 
rity, (one which is every day, however, de- 
creasing, since the incubus of the penal 
code has been even partially removed, ) of 
numbers which the folly of this country has 
created in the learned professions in Ire- 
land among Catholics and Protestants, we 
cannot solve the mystery of the paucity of 
Catholics in office, without the assumption 
of an unjust distribution of patronage. In 
this opinion we are the more confirmed by 
a fact which has lately come to our know- 
ledge, which is, that there exists at this 
moment, and has for many years in Dub- 
lin, a regularly organised league among the 
Protestant practitioners of Dublin, for the 
atrocious object of excluding Catholics from 
office, whenever its fruits can be de- 
flected with secrecy into Protestant pockets. 
The existence of such a vile conspiracy 
makes one loathe the reflectioa of being ia- 
cluded within the pale of a religion, whose 
professors could be guilty of such unparal- 
leied baseness. The circumstantial evi- 
dence of Dr. Tuomy having fallen a vic- 
tim to this spirit of bigotry, is, in our opi- 
nion complete ; and happy shall we feel, if 
any explahation, which may hereafter be 
given of his treatment, tends to diminish 


the force of our present conviction, 





DELIRIUM 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
October 20, 1828. 


Dr. Hastam, President, in the Chair. 


VIOLATION OF ORDER—HEADACH—DELI- 
RIUM TREMENS—NEW MODE OF TAPPING. 





Tue Registrar, and several of the Council, | 
not having made their appearance at | 
quarter past eight, 

‘Lhe Presipsnr expressed his surprise at | 
such a violation of the common orders, and | 
hoped that somebody would move a vote of 
censure against those persons who had thus| 
detained the Society. He also hoped that 
some gentleman would take upon himself 
the office of registrar pro tempore. 

Mr. CaLtaway instantly advanced to the 
registrar's desk, and read the minutes of the 
last meeting. 

The Presipent then read a letter direct- 
ed to him from Mr. Lambert, stating that 





he had seen a remarkable instance of 
precocity, and that as the father of the 


boy was a poor man, and desirous of show- | 


TREMENS. 119 
gistrar and Council in the room, said,— 
Gentlemen, I have been liere since eight 
o'clock as was my duty—I receive no 
emolument from this Society—I receive 
only the honour of presiding over you, but I 
have never, in any instance whatever, made 
you wait one single moment. (Hear, hear, 
hear.) I am not of consequence sufficient 
to keep waiting a number of learned and 
practical medical men (hear, hear); there- 
fore, as to those who have made you wait, I 
conceive it is their bounden duty to come 
forward, and explain why you have been 
so long detained, and why the business of 
the Society has been thus interrupted. 
(Much applause.) 

Mr. K1xo por—Sir, I don’t know whether 
we interrupted the business of the Society 
by coming in, or whether we interrupted 
it by not coming here, from the manner in 
which you have expressed yonrself ; but the 
occasion of our thus interrupting the busi- 
ness of the Society, by our absence, was 
that we felt the interest of the Society re- 
quired our attendance below upon business 
of importance; the presence of the Regis- 
trar below, was also necessary, and | am 
sure, that any gentleman would have been 
good enough to have informed you of that, 


ing the child with a view of procuring a/if he had been requested to ascertain the 
trifliug remuneration, he proposed, with leause. If our interruption of the business of 
the permission of the Society, to intro-| the Society was merely in our coming into 


duce the boy to its notice at its next 
meeting. He begged the President would 
communicate this information to the So- 
ciety. After having read the letter, the 
President stated that the same question 
had been agitated in the council two or 
three nights previously, and that it then 
appeared there was a great impropriety in 


the room, I can only say, | regret that I 
should have interrupted it by coming into 
the room at all. 

Tus Presipexr—Sir, you have a right to 
sit down stairs all night if you like, but 
you have no right to detain the Registrar 
from the Society, who is the property of the 
Society at large and not of the Council. 





considering the Society as a place where any| ‘Tne Reoisrran—It is quite impossible 
person was to collect his shillings or six-| that the Council and the Society can be sit- 
pences—that it was derogatory to the dig- | ting at one time; the business of the Society 
nity of the Society. It was concluded, that | cannot commence till the business of the 
if the worthy treasurer thought proper to| Council is over, and every member of the 


order any little sum in such a case, such an 
order would be attended to with propriety ; 
he, however, was willing to abide by the 
opinion of the Society at large, No obser- 
vations were offered, at the moment, upon 
this statement. At the breaking up of the 
meeting, the subject was again mentioned 
from the chair, and 

Mr. Procror considered the proposi- 
tion as highly improper. The boy alluded 
to had been at his (Mr. Proctor’s) house, 
aud received from him a trifling sum ; he 
believed he must have also been at most 
of the houses of the practitioners in town, 
and it was rather hard, putting the dig- 
nity of the Society entirely aside, that its | 
members should be called upon, both in- 
dividually and collectively, to contribute to 
this boy’s support. 

The Paesipent having observed the Re- 





Society has a right to be present when it is 
sitting. 

Tne Prestpentr—There is generally a 
Book of Laws lying before me, I wish you 
would bring that here now, Sir, and I shall 
read them, that the gentlemen present may 
know what the law 1s. 

The Registrar then sent for the book, 
which was immediately handed to the Chair. 

Tue Presipent—‘ The Society shall 
meet on every Monday, at the hour of 
Eight ia the evening.” (hear, hear.) Now 
the Society comprehends all that appertains 
to the convenience of the Society ; it implies 
that the Registrar is to be here to read the 
miautes. It does not at all say here, that he 
is to be detained for an indefinite time, 
twenty minutes on the present occasion, and 
that then he is to say that the Council have 
had occasion for him!! Let the Council 
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meet at some time, when their meeting will 
not interrupt the business of the Society, 
for if it is the business of the Council merely 
to detain the Society, the Society answers 
no whatever. Now, having made 
these observations, and, having made them 
because I am your servant, and do not like 
that my vigilance should be impeached as 
your servant, in seeing that you are ne- 
glected in any manner, for this is the 
whole object of my having interfered on the 
present occasion, L hope they will have the 
good effect of showing that such a lesson is 
not to be repeated. 

Dr. Suzearman—Sir, I believe that all 
this is wholly irregular. The Council have 
not shown any want of attention to the 
Society. f 

Tue Prestpent—We ere not complain- 
ing of the Council, but of the detention of 
the Registrar, by the Council. : 

Dr. Suzarman—But, Sir, I wish to give 
you a correct view of the mode in which this 
ought to be taken up. If there are any 

tlemen ieved by the Council not 
ae been here earlier,-— . 

Tue Presipentr—Not the Council but the 
Registrar. 

. Suzanman—Well, of the Registrar, 
—the mode of procedure is to submit the 


complaint to the Council. The Society at 


large is not the deliberative body ; any thing 
touching the executive duty of the Society, 
cannot legally come before the whole body, 
but must come before the Council, What- 
ever irregularity takes place at the meeting, 
the complaint I apprehend is to be made to 
the council, for they are the persons to 
redress the grievance, and not the body of 
the Society. 

Tue Prestpent—I don’t know that, be- 
cause they were themselves parties; we 
wanted the Registrar, we have nothing to 
do with the Council. 

Tue Recistrar—lInsignificant as I am, 
I have that gratitude towards the Council 
which enables me to say, that I feel bound 
to attend them, and that I knew the busi- 
ness of the Society could not commence 
without me. As a member of the Society, I 
have aright to be present when the Society 
is sitting, and when I was detained on busi- 
ness down stairs, it was incorrect that the 
Chair should have been taken in my ab- 
sence.* 

The Presipenr—There is no such law, 
Sir, as that in existence. 

A Memaer observed, that he had come 





* This reminds us of an Irish footman, 
who one day declared, that he should re- 
main in no house where the master would 
commence dinner ia his absence from the din- 
ing room’! 





HEADACH.—DELIRIUM TREMENS. 


from a very distant part of the town, and 
felt it exceedingly hard that he should have 
been kept waiting for so long a time, before 
the business of the evening commenced. 

The Presipent was about to read a fur. 
ther part of the Book of Laws, but 

Mr. Cattaway suggested the propriety 
of permitting the subject to rest, and the 
appointed business of the meeting to be en: 
tered upon. 

The Prestpenr had no objection what- 
ever. He regretted that cause should have 
been given for the observations he had felt 
himself bound to make, and as deeply did 
he regret the excuse attempted to be made. 

Mr. Proctor was not at the society’s last 
meeting, but he understood the subject of 
headach had been under discussion. Head- 
ach he conceived to arise from two causes ; 
the one, too great, and the other, too small, 
a supply of blood to the brain. It would be 
unfair to sup that any one could think 
headach should be treated alike, whether it 
arose from the one or the other of these 
causes. The persons most subject to deli- 
rium tremens, were those most debilitated in 
habit; and he never could bring himself to 
believe that bleeding and stimulating— 
bleeding, as preparatory to the use of sti- 
mulants—could be good practice. He con- 
sidered giving stimulants—not such stimuli 
as had produced the attack, but stimulants 
at once capable of supporting the nervous as 
well as the arterial system —the wisest 
practice ; but he condemned in toto the ex- 
traction of blood, as preparatory to this 
treatment. 

Mr. Tyrrett, in spite of what had been 
said, remained unaltered in his opinion, 
that what he called the natural stimuli of pa- 
tients afflicted with delirium tremens, was 
the best administration. If, for instance, 
the use of opium were taken away from a 
Turk, he would fall into a state very similar 
to what was called in this country delirium 
tremens ; but permit him to have the opium 
again, and he would recover. So with a 
gin-drinker, a porter-drinker, and so on. 
He, therefore, should continue the adminis- 
tration of the natural stimuli. He could con- 
ceive it possible that a case might arise, 
though not probable, in which blood-letting, 
in the first instance, might be had recourse 
to with advantage. 

Dr. Wittiams asked Dr. Ryan for an 
explanation of what he conceived to be in- 
consistent in what he stated on a former 
occasion. The statement was, that Dr. 
Ryan had given a large quantity of opium, 
and then administered the accustomed sti- 
muli to a large extent. 

Dr. Ryaw conceived Dr. Williams must 
have misunderstood him. What he stated, 
or intended to have stated, was, that he had 
given large quantities of opium before he 





TAPPING.—ADDRESS. 


accustomed stimuli—not simulta- 

neously. Where he had given 960 drops of 

opium in 78 hours, and where the patiert 

was, at the end of this period, worse, rather 

appearance, must 

ied, he gave him five 

ardent spirit in three 

hours, ient, in all probability, hav- 

ing been in the habit of taking ten times 

the quantity, and he speedily recovered 

under such treatment. So also in many 
other cases. 

Mr. Carraway related cases, showing 
most decidedly the happy effect of the ad- 
ministration of the habitual stimuli over 
every other practice that could be had re- 
course to. 

Mr, Sutriey approved of this plan of 
treatment. 

Dr. Ryan did not give this large quan- 
tity of opium to act as a sedative, but he 
gave it in small quantities as a stimulant, 
which he firmly believed it to be when ad- 
ministered in such a way. He decidedly 
considcred bloodletting injurious. 

Mr. Kixopon had met with cases where 
there was that state of inflammation exist- 
ing, that he could not have discharged his 
duty had he not resorted to the lancet in 
the first instance, and, after a time, adminis- 
tered stimuli, 

Mr. Epwanrps considered the use of 
ardent spirits — to the attack, the 
remote cause of delirium tremens ; but then 
he looked upon the withholding of it as the 
proximate cause. In cases where the con- 
stitution was not much impaired by a long 
continuance of debauch, and where there 
was great irritability and inflammation, he 
should certainly extract blood at the outset, 
and subsequently administer the accustomed 
stimuli in small quantities. 

Dr. Witt1ams was much surprised at the 
complexion of the discussion. It seemed to 
him as if the Society thought there was 
only either brandy to be given by whole- 
sale, or blood to be extracted hy hogsheads. 
In the course of thirty years’ practice, he 
had seen a great many patients labouring 
under this disease, and by resorting to nei- 
ther means as a standard practice, he had 
— generally recovered his patients. He 

neither bled by wholesale, nor kept 
his patients half drunk. (Laughter.) 

The Keorsrraar, before the meeting 
broke up, was desirous of exhibiting to the 
Society a flat lancet-formed trocar, with 
which he had that day performed the opera- 
tion of paracentesis. He believed the in- 
stroment to have been invented by M. 
Andral, but it was not sufficiently known. 

Several Members stated they had never 
been in the habit of using any other sort of 
trocar. 

Mr. Carraway was extremely happy 
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that this subject had been brought before 
the Society, because it gave him an oppor- 
tunity of stating the mode he had lately 
adopted , whenever called upon to = The 
manner in which puncturing the en 
had been, and was very generally at present 
performed, was extremely dangerous, as the 
recorded cases of injured intestine showed. 
The mode he had adopted, was by passing 
his finger down to the es alba, then very 
carefully introducing a lancet into the cavit 
of the Belly, until he saw a small jet of fluid, 
then withdrawing the lancet, and intro- 
ducing a female catheter. He said female 
catheter, and he had done so, because it was 
an instrument always at hand; but he was 
having an instrument made very much upon 
the same principle as the female catheter, 
expressly for the purpose. He had per- 
formed the operation a great many times, 
with the most perfect safety, in this way, 
and, in some cases, where the patient was 
lying in bed, unable to be placed in the erect 
position : he hoped this practice would meet 
with the approbation of the profession, con- 
vinced as he was of its superiority, in point 
of safety, over the other. 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
October 18, 1828. 


Mr. Arnott, in the Chair. 


THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS.—ELECTION OF 
NEW OFFICERS.—CASE OF ISCHURIA.-~ 
ULCERATION OF THE BOWELS, AND TREAT* 
MENT. 


Tue Cuartrman said—As the individual 
whose duty it is to take the chair on this 
occasion, | cannot do so without first con- 
gratulating you upon re-assembling here, 
more especially as 1 see many of those 
members present to whom we owe the 
means by which this Society exists. Other 
Societies have generally found it necessary 
to hold out other inducements, by means, 
for instance, of a library or reading-room, 
for the attendance of their members; and 
where they are simply composed of pupils, 
it has occasionally been found requisite to re- 
sort to fines for non-attendance ; but this 
Society finds it altogether unnecessary to 
adopt any such measures. ‘The zeal with 
which the members bring forward subjects 
for discussion is a source of great gratifica- 
tion to the practitioner, while at the same 
time it scarcely ever happens that all who 
are present do not derive considerable edifi- 
cation from the debates that take place upon 
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practical subjects, conducted in this room; ceration of the bowels. She remained in the 
with t ability, and certainly if they do hospital for six weeks after the subsidence 
not advance the science of truth, calculated | of the fever and the symptoms of ulcera- 
invariably to correct error. During the last tion, and then died from a totally different 
sessions, we had an admission of upwards of cause. Post-mortem examination showed a 
7@ members ; our funds were 120/. without | decided mark of ulceration of the bowels 
debt ; and, therefore, under these prosperous having existed, and a sort of cartilaginous 
circumstances, I feel certain, that this year substance occupied the space in the gat, 
will be as successful and gratifying as the which bore such mark. The symptoms, 
last. during life, of the ulceration, were great 
A great part of the evening was oceupied irritability, exquisite sensibility to the touch, 
in moving and balloting fur new officers. | and that peculiarity of tongue, which im- 
Dr. Barry, and Hinserr Mayo, Esq.| pressed on the doctor's mind, at least, the 
were re-elected Presidents. ‘existence of ulceration,—not furred, but 
Messrs Baker and Jonnson, were re- | exceedingly red,—giving the appearance of 
elected Secretaries. be raw beef-steak, and very dry. There was 
It was moved that Dr. Wensrer be re-|also a flushed cheek, and the patient died 
quested to remain Treasurer for the pre sent | ultimately of phthisis. 
year. The Doctor was absent in conse-! Dr. Ley considered the case related by 
quence of a family affiictior. | Dr. Somerville to be wholly destitute of any 
A new Committee was likewise elected symptoms by which the Society could justly 
by ballot. |come to the conclusion, that ulceration of 
It was moved that the thanks of the the bowels had ever existed. No puriform 
Society be conveyed personally by Mr. Ar- discharge had been detected, nor any blood 
nott, to H. Warburton, Esq. for his able con- | mixed in the stools; if these had been found, 
duct in the Chair, in the House of Commons, coupled with other circumstances, then there 
in the Select Committee upon Anatomy, and might have been some pretence for saying 
for his polite attention in transmitting to the ulceration had existed, 
Society a copy of the report. | Dr, Somervitie recommended, in cases 
Mr. Dovcuez read a paper to the Society,| where ulceration was supposed to exist after 
upon a case of Ischuria, which he had met| the bowels were once well cleared out, the 
with, and which he considered a very ob- constant use of gentle aperients, such as 
stinate one, which he treated successfully, castor-oil, or one or two grains of calomel 
by the application of leeches, the warm ia combination with rhubarb. 
bath, and gentle aperients. He brought! About halfadozennew members were ad- 
the case forward for the purpose of obtain- | mitted, and the meeting broke up. 
ning information upon it from the Society. | 
Mr. Hewr considered retention of urine | 
any thing but of rare occurrence ; on the , ’ 
pa Aas it was to be met with daily, and} ST. BA naman nord S HOSPITAL. 
at every turn the practitioner took, Fur-| 7; : P 
ther, he was disposed to think with a great Lin of ee under the Care of Mr. 
ae ole “ aed Earle, October 17. 
physician in the City, that where retention | os ail - 
of urine occurred, it indicated greater affec-| | AMagdalen’s Ward, No, 4.—S. L., wtat. 16, 
tion of the brain. If this were the case, it gonorrhea. 
was most essential to know the treatment; No.7.—M. A., etat. 25, gonorrhoea. 
best to be adopted upon the first appearance | Powell's Ward, No. 5.—Joha Jones, etat. 
of ischuria. The eens was attributed | 19, gonorrhea, with papillary eruption over 
sometimes to colds, and sometimes, and he, the whole body. 
inclined to think more justly, to an affection| No. 7.—Jonas Connady, wtat. 40, necro- 
of the nervous system. | sis of the femur. 
Dr. Somenvitie wished to know whether; Pitcairn'’s Ward, No. 10.—James Camp, 
it waa the opinion of the Society, that ulce-| wtat. 20, diseased bones of the arms, 
ration of the bowels was of more frequent} Baldwin's Ward, No. 6.—William Acres 
occurrence now than formerly? He had| tat. 30, diseased bladder, 
found it tobe so, He was likewise anxious| Parker's Ward, No. 11.—Robert Maule, 
to be informed, whether it was considered , ®tat. 57, gonorrhea and itch, 
there were any unequivocal marks, by| ‘Sitwell’s Ward, No. 5,—Ann M‘Kann, 
which the first indication of ulceration of; ®tat. 26, diseased right knee, 
the bowels could be detected, what the| : No. 8.—Mary Ford, wtat. 36, ulcerated 
clear symptoms of its presence were, and| right leg. 
how far ian symptoms were dependent} No. 10.—Ann Dense, etat, 32, swelling 
an coutinued fever! A patient in one of| im the left axilla, with general uneasiness. 
the hospitals in town had continued fever,| Elisabeth's Ward, No. 6.—Mary-Ann Lee, 
and she, at the same time, laboured under ul- | wtat. 07, abscess of the right leg and thigh. 
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No. 10.—Mary Alam, zxtat. 25, diseased 
left knee. 
No. 12.—Mary-Ann Penery, wtat. 19, 
diseased right knee. 
No. 13.—Sarah Anderson, wtat. 17, dis- 
eased right knee. 
Patience’s Ward, No. 2.—S.8., etat. 34, 
warts and gonorrhea. 
No. 5.—E. B., wetat. 18, warts and go- 
norrhea. 
No. 6.—E. M., etat. 26, gonorrhea. 
No. 7.—E. S., wtat. 19, gonorrhwa, with 
extensive excoriation of the thighs. 
Lazarus’ Ward, No. 4.—W. D., wtat. 28, 
gonorrhera, with extensive swelling of the 
penis. 
No, 5.—G. L,, wtat. 18, gonorrhea. 
No. 7.—D. A., wtat. 59, gonorrhwa pre- 
utii. 
No. 8.—J. D., wetat. 50, secondary symp- 
toms. 
No. 10.—J, W., wtat. 19, chancre and 
discharge. 


CASE OF CONCUSSION, TREPHINING, AND 
DEATH. 


— Thornton, xtat. 13, a slender boy, was 
admitted into Luke’s Ward between six and 
seven o'clock in the evening of the 6th of 
October, under the care of Mr. Vincent. 
The boy wes a labourer, and had been 
assisting iu the erection of a house in Jewin 
Street, from which he fell to the ground a 
heighth of twenty-five feet. He was taken 
up, and brought to the hospital in a state of 
perfect insensibility. His breathing was 
difficult and stertorous. He had not vomit- 
ed. Mr. Stanley attended about seven 
o'clock ; and from the symptoms, he con- 
sidered there must have been, if not de- 
pression, a fracture of the base of the skull. 
Under this impression he thought proper to 
divide the sealp, and to remove part of the 
superior portion of the right parietal bone. 
He imagined blood must have been diffused 
below the dura mater, or between it and the 
bone. After the trephine had been applied, 
no depression nor diffusion was observable, 
nor was any relief afforded to the patient. 
The divided parts of the scalp were then 
brought together, a cold evaporating lotion 
ordered to be kept to the head, and calomel 
and jalap to be administered. 

7. He was not able to swallow the medi- 


| 


| 





forated by the trephine. There was great 
turgescence of all the vessels, and a slight 
bloody effusion upon the posterior part of 
the left hemisphere of the cerebrum, be- 
tween the dura mater and arachnoid mem- 
brane ; a slight watery effusion into thre 
right ventricle; slight laceration on the 
under and posterior part of the right hemis- 
phere, and the substance, within a short 
space around it, more softened than natural ; 
one of the ecerebelli slightly torn, and blood 
effused into its substance. 

The chest being next opened, a small 
effusion of blood appeared to have taken 
place into it. The lungs were adherent to 
the abdominal parietes, and blood diffused 
throughout their substance. There vas, 
too, a considerable layer of coagulated 
blood under and close to the pubic arch, 
Upon opening the spinal canal, about an 
ounce of bloody serum was found effused 
along the meduila spinalis within the theca, 
as far as the cauda equina. A very con- 
siderable quantity of dark-coloured blood 
was detected along the cauda equina, be- 
tween the bony case and the theca. The 
sacrum seemed to have sustained much 
injury, though no fracture was traceable 
Im ite 


INFLAMATION OF THE HAND AND ARM, CON+ 
SEQUENT ON THE PUNCTURE OF A RUSTY 
NEEDLE. 

Mary Smirn, wtat. 44, was admitted 
into Faith's-ward, under the care of Mr. 
Lawrence, on thé 25d of September, with 
swelling and acute inflammation of the right 
hand and wrist, consequent on a puncture in 
the palm with a rusty needle, inflicted on 
the preceding day. The limb is in a very 
inflamed state and exqusitely painful. VS. 
ad 3 xx.; birud xxiv, foment; papav. et 
cat. panis postea. 

R Calomel, gr. iv. 
Jalap, gr. xij.; sumat statim. 

24. Has been exceedingly restless; at 
times delirious, with a wild and staring ex- 
pression, The pain extends up the whole 
of the fore arm, and the layers of absorbents 
on the internal aspect of the extremity much 
inflamed ; pulse 106. The head ordered to 
be shaved, and 16 ounces of blood more to 
be taken from the arm. 

29. The leeches have been applied again, 


cine until eight o'clock this morning. | the delirium has entirely subsided, and the 
During the forenoon, the pulse was scarcely | mflamation much abated, though there is 
perceptible, the breathing became more | considerable pain in the hand, andthe tem- 
difficult, the bowels were not moved, and | perature of the part unnaturally great. 


he died at three o'clock. 
Post-Mortem Examination. 


Oct. 3. Pus has formed and burrowed 
under the palmer fascia. Mr. Lawrence ia- 
troduced a lancet, and about an ounce of 


This was conducted, twenty-four hours | healthy matter escaped. 


after death, by Mr. Wormald. No fracture 
was detected in any part of the skull. The 
dura mater did not appear to have been per- 


| 
| 


8. The patient has continued doing well, 
and left the Hospital this morning almost 
entirely free from pain or inconvenience, 
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his dozen apprentices—there we suspect is 
the opposition. 
ST, THOMAS'S HOSPITAL. In the surgical department the abuses 
——— continue. The surgeons attend as usual on 
the same days, and nominally at the same 
TALIACOTIAN OPERATION, FOR THE FOR-| hours, the Senior Surgeon usually arriving 
MATION OF A NEW NOSE. after one o'clock and the anatomical - 
Mr.Green, on Friday last, performed | this henyoeerer Cee eae 
the Taliacotian operation for the formation | 
of a new nose, The patient, a young man, 
had lost his nose from syphilis, and was ex- 
poner anxious to coe the deformity 
remedied. ‘The operation was effected b — , 
cutting out abienaeter portion of skin fe WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL, 
the forehead, bringing it down, twisting it, _ 
and applying the cut edges to the sides of | 


the original situation of the nose, a kind of ©45% OF POPLITEAL ANEURISM—OPBRA« 
TION OF TYING THE FEMORAL ARTERY, 


BY SIR A. CARLISLE. 





groove being previously formed on each side, | 
and also at the lower part, for the reception | 
of the skin, The parts were held in their 7,,,, operation was performed on 9th of 
situation by four sutures on each side, and August, under the following circumstances : 
two at the lower part. There was not much | 7),. patient, a man, 46 years of age, of 
blood lost in the performance of the opera-| 441) habit of body, had been accustomed to 
tion, which occupied nearly one hour. drink a very large quantity of liquor, was 
_ The parts were dressed by Mr. Green ©M ‘admitted into this Hospital, on account of 
Tuesday the 2ist., and there is reason to |, pulsating swelling in the right popliteal 
ie that the operation will be success- | space. 
ful—adhesion having taken place to some | “ fie stated, on admission, that he perceived 
extent. The artificial nose was of a natural |g small swelling in the hamstring about two 
colour and temperature, but readily parted months previously, which occasioned a con- 
with its beat on exposure to air. During | siderable deal of pain ; he also felt a stiffness 
the process of dressing, a small artery bled in the knee-joint after a little exertion, and 
from the side of the artificial nose—this Mr. frequently experienced cramp in the limb, 
Green remarked was good evidence of vi- | H» had been a soldier for several years, had 
gorous circulation. lias seen a great deal of service, and had used 
We shall note the progress of this inter- | considerable exertion during ‘nat period of 
esting case. life, but had quitted his avocation for two or 
8 three years. He was not conscious of hav- 
|ing received any injury in that part during 
ration Mr. Green divided a permanent stric- | rag Sage a of his re ol oe 
ture ofthe urethra, at the perineum. oe pee ee oe Oe 
space, rather larger than a pigeon’s egg. 


It is gratifying to find that our remarks| The pulsations of this swelling were com- 
on the want of attention to the interests of | pletely checked, by making pressure ro 
the pupils, have effected some reform at| the femoral artery at the upper part o 
this Hospital. We observe that there is|thigh; and continuing this pressure for 
now a board in the surgery on which the | some considerable time, the tumour became 
post-mortem examinations are notified, and | considerably diminished. He remained in 
the inspections at present are conducted | the hospital about a week before the opera- 
with regularity. Further, we understand|tion was performed; during that time 
that itis in contemplation to make ‘some | leeches were applied io the knee, and 24 
change in the visits of the Physicians, all of | ounces of blood were taken from his arm at 
whom, be it observed, under the present | two different ——. ee 
regulations, make theirrounds on the same| Sir A. Carlisle performed the operation 
days, Tuesdays and Saturdays, and at the | on the 9thof August. Instead of making the 
same hour—consequently the pupil loses, usual longitudinal incision, he pinched up 
two-thirds of what he hes puid for—and wolthe common integuments, and pushed a 
again remark, what he is not only morally|small catlin through them, at the same 
but legally entitled to. Dr. Roots, (on) time cutting upwards and outwards ; the 
whose appointment to the situation of Phy- reason the learned President gave was, that 
sician, we sincerely congratulate the stu-|in making the longitudinal incision, the 
dents,) we are aware has laboured hard to | operator is frequently obliged to elongate it, 
effect a change,—but we are told it would | which causes a great deal of pain to the pa- 
greatly inconvenience the apothecary and json however, before the operatiog was 


On the same day with the preceding ope- 





EPIDEMY AT PARIS. 


finished, Sir Anthony was obliged to elon- 
gate his ; to his t mortification, after 
having preached a sermon to the pupils 
on his improved me of doing the incision, | 
after a great deal of groping, to which he is | 
so much averse, he found the vessel. There 
was a small nerve passing in front of the| 
artery, which was separated, and in doing 
this, the femoral vein was wounded, which 

roduced a considerable bleeding. A single 
sree of silk was applied to the artery, | 
and the wound closed by strips of adhesive 
plaster. After all, to use our former lan- 
guage, when we noticed the case, ‘“* it was, 
in fact, an Oysterian operation.’ We saw 
him in about an hour after the operation ; 
his was 70, and the heat of the limb 
87° of Farenheit. He had been ordered the 
following mixture :— 

Sulphate of magnesia, 3}. ; 
Infusion of roses, vj. -" 

Aug. 11. Sleeps very badly; complains 
of a great deal of pain in the limb, which 
is much increased upon pressure being 
made in the groin. He was ordered to take 
two table s: uls of the following medi- 
cine every four hours :— 


Subcarbonate ia, 1 scruple ; 


of ammonia, 
Aromatic powder, half a drachm ; 
Peppermint water, 8 ounces. 
13, Pain still continues ; there evidently 


exists an inflammation of the vein; his} 


countenance ap’ very anxious, and he 
has entirely lost his appetite. He was or- 
dered to be bled to twelve ounces ; his me- 
dicine was changed to the following :— 
Carbonate of potash, one scruple ; 
Syrup of orange peel, half a drachm ; 
Antimonial wine, 15 drops ; 
Water, 4 ounces ; 
to be taken the same as the former. 


16. Still continues in the same state ; 
was bled yesterday to eight ounces ; a slight 
hemorrhage occurred from the incision this 
morning, which was soon checked. His 
medicine was again altered to the follow- 
ing :-— 
Carbonate of ammonia, 2 drachms. 
Tincture of henbane, 1 drachm and a half. 
Water, eight ounces— 

1 ounce every 4 hours, with lemon-juice. 


Pulse to-day about 100; leg very painful 
below knee; complains of cramp in the 
calf of the leg. 

21. Since our former report, he has been 
gradually improving ; no pain in the inguinal 
region; appetite pretty good; pulse 84. 
He continued in much the same state till 
the beginning of September, when morti- 
fication of the calf of the leg ensued a few 
days prior to his death. 
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Seetio cadaveris. 

Nothing particular appeared upon open- 
ing the abdomen. On cutting down to the 
artery which was diseased, the veins evi- 
dently appeared to have been highly in- 
flamed ; several inches of the femoral vein, 
which was pierced during the operation, 
had completely sloughed away, an im- 
mense abscess had formed in the adjoining 
parts, and some of the muscles had suffered 


|in the same manner as the vein. 


HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE, 


EPIDEMY. 


A very remarkable affection has lately 
been observed in the Infirmerie de Marie 
Thérése, Rue d’Enfer ; it seemed for a long 
time to be confined to this establishment, 
but has latterly shown itself in other hos- 
pitals; its apparent epidemic nature, and 
the severity of its symptoms, claim the at- 
tentien of the medical public. 

Five patients of this kind were admitted 
at the Charité under M. Cayol; one of them 
died, one was cured, the three others are 
still in the hospital. 

Case 1.—The first patient, a man 84 years 
of age, a servant of the Hospice de Marie 
Thérése, was on the 4th of June, without any 
previous cause, seized with shivering and 
frequent vomiting, violent headach, sore 
throat and pains in the eyes, with an oede- 
matous swelling of the eye-lids, and face. 
Bleeding, leeches to the temples and throat, 
and low diet, produced no alteration, and 
the patient continued in this state for about 
a fortnight, when a remission seemed to 
take place ; this was, however, all on a sud- 
den, followed by very violent shooting pains, 
which ran like fire through the whole body, 
and, lastly, became fixed in the hands and 
feet, where they caused an intolerable sen- 
sation of pricking and formication. This 
new symptom, which at first was scarcely 
adverted to, soon took an alarming charac- 
ter; the patient lost all power of holding 
himself upright ; the pain became very vio- 
lent, especially during the night, and de- 
prived him of all rest. The physicians of 
the Hospice, of whom M. Cayol is one, sus- 
pected an affection of the spinal chord, and 
ordered cupping and blisters along the spine, 
but without any effect. The patient was 
now transferred to the Charité ; at this wr 
riod he was almost completely deprived of 
motion; he could, with the greatest dif- 
ficulty, bend the knee, but was not able to 
extend it ; the arms were a little more free, 
but so extremely sensible, that the least 
touch caused convulsions. The shooting 
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pain had in some degree subsided, but had 
lcomdiatione4 ; the burning heat and prick- 
ing sensation in the hands and feet, conti- 
nued without any remission ; there was no 
fever, the head was free, and the appetite 
good. M. Cayol applied some moxas on 
the lambar region, but in vain. As some 
of the symptoms evidently had an intermit- 
tent type, the sulphate of quinine was re- 


to, but, as well as large doses of 


opium, proved useless. On the vd of | 
August, the patient was in the same condi- | 
tion as when he entered the hospital ; he 
had been using, for a few days, sulphureous 
baths. The epidermis of the hand and feet 
had desquamated in large pieces. 

Case 2.—The second patient was a char- 
coal burner, 40 years ofage, who had lived ina 
very unhealthy quarter. Sickness, shivering, 
swelling of the face, had, as in the former 
case, been the first symptoms. He, as well 
as his wife and daughter, who were affected 
in the same manner, ascribed their illness 
to the miserable life which they led, and 
continued their work ; within a short time, 
however, the acute pains in the limbs, the 
pricking sensation and burning heat in the 
hands and feet, and debility, increased to 
such a degree, that after having been in 
this condition for two months and a half 
without any medical attendance, they ap- 
plied for admission at a hospital. When 
the man entered the Charité, he was ia such 
@ state as to afford very little hope of reco- 
very ; his extremities were wasted and per- 
fectly motionless ; the skin was of an earthy 
colour, and covered with furfuraceous scales ; 
the face was not swelled, but the eyes pain- 
ful and watery; the fever was slight, but 
the patient complaiued of pains in the chest, 
with a troublesome cough, avd an abundant 
viscous tion. le was twice bled, 
and took large doses of tartarised antimony ; 
but the dyspnoea increased, and he died. 
The lungs were found healthy, their poste- 
rior part only was gorged with a dark-co- 
loured feetid serum; the heart was flabby 
and softened; the liver pale and con- 
tracted in a remarkable manner, 80 that the 
right and left lobe were nearly in contact, 
the bile in the gall-bladder was very liquid ; 
the spleen enlarged to double the natural 
size. The other orgaus were perfectly 
healthy. 

Case 3.—In the third patient the affec- 
tion was but slight ; no precursory symptoms 
had been observed ; the face was swelled ; 
the formication and heat in the hands and 
feet were moderate. ‘The patient recovered 
under the use of cooling aperients, the epi- 
dermis of the extremities having desqua- 
mated. 

Case 4.—This patient is a female, thirty- 
three years old, and has been ill for two 
months; she felt the heat and pricking sen- 
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sation in the hands and feet, without any 
previous sym When admitted into 
the hospital she could walk, but with some 
difficulty ; the sensibility and muscular 
power of the hands were so deranged, that 
she could not take hold of any thing. Dur- 
ing the right the intense pain, cramps in 
the feet, and formication, deprived her of all 
rest ; in the day time all the symptoms were 
slighter; the face had not been swelled, 
but the eyes were very painful; the skin 
was of a dark earthy colour; the menses 
had remained regular, and the appetite and 
digestion were good. Before her entrance 
into the hospital, she had been bled, and 
used warm baths, but without any effect ; 
in the hospital, her condition has very 
slowly improved; the sensibility of the 
hands is apparently somewhat restored ; the 
epidermis of the hands and feet has desqua- 
mated; but in the latter, the intolerable 
pricking sensation remains undiminished. 

Case 5.—The fifth patient is -29 years of 
age. Some months before she entered the 
hospital, her menstraal flax was suppressed 
by an emotion of mind, after which she 
felt indisposed, and was soon seized with 
shivering, heat, headach, a very trouble- 
some cough, burning pains, and spasmodic 
contractions of the limbs, which had exacer- 
bations of three quarters of an hour, termi- 
nating in vomiting. During the inter- 
missions the patient was much fatigued, but 
felt only the formication in the hands and 
feet. The skin was of a dark earthy 
colour, the face swelled, and the eyes were 
very painful. When the patient entered the 
hospital, the cough hed subsided, but all the 
other symptoms persisted, aud every morn- 
ing @ paroxysm of pain and convulsions still 
takes place, preceded by shivering. Under 
the use of opium, and the sulphate of qui- 
nine, she seems w be slowly recovering. 

At the sitting of the Académie Royale de 
Médecine, on the 26th of August, M.Chomel 
called the attention of the members to the 
epidemy now prevailing in Paris, and which 
we have just described. It to him 
that this disease affects, at the same time, 
the digestive organs, the muscular system, 
and the skin : that, at first, there seems to 
be an “ irritation gastro-intestivale,” which 
is, however, soon transferred to the extre- 
mities ; the most remarkable symptoms are 
the violent periodical pains in the limbs, 
the formication in the hands and feet, and 
the affection of the skin ; the latter becomes 
of an earthy black colour, is considerably 
tluckened, and, lastly, desquamates in 
large pieces ; the disease is, as yet, confined 
to the Faubourg St. Germain ; 3 at Jeast 
there is no instance known of its having 
occurred on the right side of the Seine, 
Nearly thirty individuals have been affected 
in the Hospice de Marie ‘Thérése ; in the 
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hospitals Val de Grace, Hotel-Dieu, and in 
the Charité, several cases have been ob- 
served. A committee has been appointed 
to inquire into the nature and the causes of 
this affection. 


At the sitting of the Socicté de Alédecine | 


Pratigue, on the 4th of September, several 
of the members reported cases of this epi- 
demic affection, which, till now, has been 


embryo was discovered; and, on exami- 
nation, the os uteri was found contracted 
and rigid. From this time the pain sub- 
sided, and the patient seemed to be slowly 
recovering, when the uterine discharge, 
which, after the expulsion of the placenta, 
had changed into a pale serum, began to 
have a very offensive smell; and, on the 
evening of the twelfth day, after the dis- 


treated in very different ways, but, as it } charge of the placenta, the patient was 


appears, without any great effect. It seems 
to be of a very chronic nature, and of an 
asthenic character, although the Broussaists, 
of course, here see their gastro- 
enterite. 

Several cases of the disease in question 
have been observed in the Hétel Dieu, 
under M, Recamier, who is decidedly 
against its being founded on gastro-intesti- 
nal irritation ; . considers it rather as 
es to scurvy, and accordingly recom- 
mends acids, tonics, and fresh air, which, 
indeed, seem to have had more effect than 
any of the other remedies employed. 

[We are somewhat surprised that the 
French practitioners hitherto seem to have 
entirely overlooked the striking analogy be- 
tween this epidemic affection, and the dis- 
ease call ania, in its chronic form, 
which, in the middle of last century, was of 


time seems to have almost completely dis- 
appeared.] 


REMARKABLE CASE OF ABORTION. 


Madame N., of a nervous temperament, 


again seized with pain in the abdomen, and 
with shivering; the os uteri was dilated, 
aud from it a feetus of two inches, with an 
umbilical chord of sixteen lines in length, 
was removed in a state of complete putre- 
faction.. The patient gradually recovered.— 
Journ. de Progr. 





ITCH TREATED WITH CHLORIDE OF LIME. 


By W. Jounsox, Esq. 


To the Editor of Tar Lancer. 


Dear Si1ra,—Well knowing your promp- 
titade and willingness in communicating to 
the medical world any improvement in the 


}science of medicine, 1 beg leave to send 
such frequent occurrence, but sivce that | 


you the following cases of itch, (the scabies 
of Willan,) which were speedily, safely, and 
permanently cured the chloride of lime, 
as prepared by Mr. Frederick Fincham, of 
Manchester. If you deem the cases worth 
insertion, you will much oblige me by giving 
them a place in your highly useful peri- 


being in the second month of her first | odica) 


pregnancy, was, in consequence of over- 
exertion, seized with violent vomiting, 
which could only be subdued by the great- 
est abstinence, In the third month, she 
was suddenly attacked with pains in the 
lumbar and uterine region, which gradually 
increased, and, at last, were accompanied 
by adischarge of blood from the vagina. On 
examination, the neck of the uterus was 
found somewhat dilated. The practitioner 
applied ligatures to one arm and leg asa 
substitute for bleeding, which, from the 
great weakness of the patient, appeared in- 
admissible, and, at the same time, sina- 
pisms to the arm, and cold fomentations to 
the abdomen. By these means a transitory 
relief was obtained; the pains abated a 
little, but the discharge of fluid and grumous 
blood continued. A few nights afterwards, 
after violent pain in the belly, and during 
the attempt to make water, a solid body 
was expelled, which was found tobe a pla- 
centa of three months, in ahealthy state and 





ical. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obliged servant, 
W. Jonnson. 
Watlington Cottage, Lynn, Norfolk, 
Oct. 6, 1828. 


Elizabeth Fenly, a widow, of the parish 
of Yottenbill, and her six children, all caught 
the rank itch, (scabies papuliformis,) and, 
at the suggestion of Mr. Henry Fincham, 
who had several times cured the mange in 
dogs and horses with the chloride of lime, 
I ventured to give it a trial in the above- 
named cases, and, to my great satisfaction, 
I found the disease instantly give way. 
After the first application, the intolerable 
and characteristic itching went off, and all 
the patients enjoyed, what they had not 
done before for some weeks, a good night's 
rest. It should be observed that no other 
medicine, either during or after the appli- 
cation of the chloride of lime, was exhibited, 
so that the disease was cured solely by the 


without any sign of decomposition ; its | agency of that powerful liquid. ‘The follow- 


umbilical chord was only an inch in length. 
In the blood, which, at the same time, was | 
discharged in considerable quantity, no | 


ing is the mode I adopted: it being warm 
weather, | made a bath of one part chlo- 
ride, and six parts water; in this I had the 
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patients immersed for about ten minutes 
every day, and after the second application 
of the bath, the patients felt no more of the 
disease. However, as a further security, 
I directed them to go into the bath four 
times more, which they did ; whether they 
would have been cured by the first two 
bathings, or not, I am not prepared to say. 
The bath was easily constructed ; a common 
washing-tub was sufficient ; I had the bath 
slightly warmed by heating a portion of it 
every bey, and adding it to the whole. A 
better way would be to add clean hot water, 
with a little fresh chloride, throwing about 
the same quantity of the old out every a. 
I am of opinion, that sponging the body 
diligently with the tepid chloride of lime 
and water in the above proportions would 
answer the purpose. 

The effect was so decided in the above 
inveterate cases of scabies, that I am in- 
duced to indulge the hope that the chloride 
of lime bath will be found hereafter a most 
useful, cleanly, and cheap application in all 
scabid, iginous, and impetiginous erup- 
tions, hile speaking of the valuable 
properties of chloride of lime, I cannot 
avoid bearing testimony to its 
utility, as a lotion in mercurial sore mouth, 
in the proportion of sixty, seventy, or eighty 

water to one of chloride: I have 
found it singularly beneficial in ulcerated 
sore throat, particularly where there has 
been much fcetor, and a typhoid tendency. 

All manufacturers of the chloride of lime 
do not make it of the same strength ; but as 
Mr. Frederick Fincham is careful to make 
his of one specific and uniform strength, 
if his chloride is used, the proportions 
here given may invariably be depended 
upon, 





ABUSES IN ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—To effect a salutary reformation in 
any abusive system, it is requisite to expose 
the disadvantages attending its continuance, 
and likewise to explain the remedies best 
calculated to bring about its non-existence. 
I beg, therefore, to be allowed, through the 
efficient medium of Tus Lancet, to submit 
the following to the dispassionate considera- 
tion of the Bartholomew's surgeons and 
dressers. Almost invariably, as on last 
Saturday, when Mr. Lawrence secured the 
extremities of the radial and ulnar arteries 
for an injury to the forearm, many in- 
dividuals of the great number of assembled 
pupils, completely lost the benefit of wit- 
nessing distinctly the process of the opera- 
tion, in consequence of the congregated 
heads of the “ privileged few.” Now, as 
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no essential utility can accrue from the con- 
tinuance of this unnecessary nuisance of 
clubbing craniums, not only to the evident 
disadvantage of even themselves, but also 
to the total and unqualified exclusion of all 
the other pupils who may not be so forta- 
nate as to purchase the right of occupying 
the operating portion of the theatre, I would 
humbly suggest the propriety of confining 
to the first, and, if necessary, second bench, 
the dressers, merely retaining as many as 
shall be required for the convenience and 
expedition of the operation, selecting those 
in regular succession from their own body ; 
thus securing to themselves their ‘ just 
and lawful” prerogative, while it confers an 
incalculable benest on their less fortunate 
fellow labourers. Nor will it be too much 
to expect, that the individuals alluded to, 
whose otherwise gentlemanly deportment 
and professional acquirements entitle them 
to respect, will obligingly concede in cour- 
tesy and good fellowship, what ought to have 
been in justice demanded as a right. The 
slightest p towards the at: t of 
this truly desirable object, will be grate- 
fully felt, and acknowledged by, Sir, for self 


great and friends, 


Yours, respectfully, 
A Surrerer. 
Oct. 15, 1828. 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE, 


Dr. Richard Bright of Guy’s Hospital, 
has been for some time engaged in prepar- 
ing for the press, a second volume of his 
Medical Reports. 

Dr. Forster is printing, at the Chelmsford 
press, an Essay on some Remarkable Effects 
from Change of Air onthe Intermittent Fever 
of that County; the result of many years’ 
research. 
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Errara in our last Number, page 85. 


For aposiophesis read ‘‘ aposiopesis ;”” 
For ques erga read ** quos ego.” 





